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At WPS we aim to promote positive mental health and well-being for our whole school community;
pupils, staff, parents and carers, and recognise how important mental health and emotional well-
being is to our lives and in order for pupils to be ready to learn.



Collective Worship Policy

At Whitefriars Primary School, collective worship is referred to as ‘assembly’ — which may include
other features besides those required of collective worship. We believe that collective
worship/assembly should be a reflection on the important value questions in life and appreciation of
the world in which we live. We intend that our pupils, regardless of their religious or philosophical
backgrounds, should be encouraged, inspired and challenged by the religious and moral speakers
they experience. Our policy recognises that most pupils do not come from a particular religious
background.

In line with the 1988 Education Reform Act, which states that collective worship should be ‘wholly or
mainly of a broadly Christian character’, we normally base our assemblies on the teachings of Christ
and traditions of the Christian Church. However, we conduct our assemblies in a manner that is
sensitive to the individual faith and beliefs of all members of the school and make collective worship
inclusive. It affirms the diversity of its pupils in collective worship by having speakers from differing
religious and non-religious views and carefully choosing topics which have relevance to all regardless
of their world view.

Aims and purpose

The aims and purpose of collective worship/assembly are:
¢ To enable children to consider spiritual and moral issues;
¢ To enable children to explore their own beliefs;

¢ To encourage participation and response;

* To develop in children a sense of community spirit;

¢ To promote a common ethos with shared values — our core values (respect, responsibility, courage,
compassion and integrity) as well as ‘British Values’ and to reinforce positive attitudes;

* To provide an opportunity for the children to worship their God or to reflect personally.

We also recognise the importance of assemblies in their contribution to spiritual, social, moral and
cultural development.

Provision

We hold regular assemblies in our school. This takes the form of either a whole-school assembly,
key-stage assembly, or class/ year group gathering. The content of assemblies aims to enable pupils
to begin thinking for themselves and explore their own responses to religious, moral and ethical
guestions and to provide opportunities for them to learn about the beliefs of some of the members
of the local community. The assemblies also seek to provide opportunities for pupils to reflect on
important, current world issues.

We take the themes of our assemblies to reflect and build on topics that we teach as part of the
school curriculum. Our assemblies reflect the achievements and learning of the children. We
encourage the children to participate in assemblies by showing their work to the other children and
raising issues that they have discussed in their classes. Assemblies offer an opportunity to
acknowledge and reward children for their achievements both in and out of schools. They play an
important part in promoting the ethos of the school, which is that all children are valued and all



achievements are recognised. Whitefriars Primary School is a successful school and we shall
celebrate the successes of all the children in assemblies.

Assemblies may include:

¢ Talks from visiting speakers including from our local community of churches
* Music, drama and art

¢ Reference to the Bible or scriptures of the main world religions

e Stories

* News items /current issues

¢ Singing

¢ Visual aids and video clips

e Prayer

¢ Artefacts

Right of withdrawal

We expect all children to attend assembly. However, any parent can request permission for their
child to be excused from attending religious worship and the school will make alternative
arrangements for the supervision of the child during the period concerned. Parents do not have to
explain or give reasons for this. This complies with the 1944 Education Act and was restated in the
1988 Education Reform Act.

Covid/Public Health Restrictions

If the school is running under Covid/Public Health or other restrictions, it may be necessary to
reduce the time given to collective worship. It might be held remotely by Teams or Zoom. If
collective worship/assemblies are stopped or reduced, we make sure that assemblies and PSHE
topics are covered by teachers within their classes.

Monitoring and review

It is the role of a named school governor with responsibility for religious education and collective
worship to monitor the policy and practice of collective worship. The governor concerned liaises
with the Headteacher before reporting to the governors on religious education and collective
worship.



