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At WPS we aim to promote positive mental health and well-being for our whole school community;
pupils, staff, parents and carers, and recognise how important mental health and emotional well-being
is to our lives and in order for pupils to be ready to learn.



1. Rationale

At Whitefriars Primary School, we recognise the valuable part that homework can play in your child’s
education. We also recognise that they have many other rich and varied learning experiences that they enjoy
during their evenings, weekends and holidays.

We appreciate the enormous value it gives to pupils to pursue sporting, musical and other activities out of
school. We encourage them to share these experiences with us, and celebrate their successes in our Friday
morning assemblies. They also need time to enjoy hobbies at home, as well as socialise with friends and
family and relax. With this in mind, we are keen to get the level and amount of homework that we send home
right for a child’s age as well as the timing or setting and collection of homework.

Homework helps to practise and reinforce classroom learning and also gives opportunities to develop key
skills for independent learning, such as information retrieval and planning. The emphasis of homework is
usually Maths or English. We believe that homework only works if we have the support and enthusiasm of
parents and children and should be key to an effective partnership between school and families.

2. Aims

We aim to:

e ensure that parents are clear about what their child is expected to do.

e ensure consistency of approach throughout the school.

e use homework as a tool to help to continue to raise standards of attainment.

e improve the quality of the learning experience offered to pupils and to extend it beyond the
classroom environment.

e provide opportunities for parents, children and the school to work together in partnership in relation
to children’s learning.

e encourage pupils and their parents to share and enjoy learning experiences.

e reinforce work covered in class by providing further opportunities for the individual pupil.

e practise or consolidate basic skills and knowledge, especially in Maths and English

e encourage children to develop the responsibility, confidence and self-discipline needed to study
independently.

e prepare Year 6 pupils for the transfer to secondary school — the expectations, amount and frequency
are increased as children move up through the school.

3. What is Homework?

At Whitefriars Primary School, ‘homework’ refers to any learning activity that pupils are asked to do outside
of normal lesson time. Parents and carers need to be actively involved until their child is able to carry out
these activities to a good standard independently. During the infant years, homework is not a formal activity
carried out without adult support.

We believe that homework can be set in many different forms with many different expectations and
outcomes such as counting down the miles on a long journey or building a tower. It will not necessarily come
in the form of a written task. The nature and type of homework changes throughout a pupil’s school career
but it should be set regularly from the Early Years Foundation Stage to Year 6.

Parents should provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which a child can do work as necessary (for
learning spellings or written work). They should also make it clear to their child that they value homework
and support the school in explaining how it can help their learning as well as encouraging children to
complete homework and praising them when they do well.
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Homework should never be too onerous and should not cause undue stress on the pupil, family or the
teacher. If parents have any concerns they should not hesitate to contact the school.

4, Special Educational Needs and More Able Children

Homework will be at a suitable level for each child to complete and benefit from.
Although it is seen as important that children identified as having special educational needs do as much in
common with other children as possible, there will be occasions when they may benefit from special tasks

separate from the homework for other children in the class.

Children who are more able may also be given different homework from the majority of the class because
they need activities that will challenge them.

5. Homework Activities and Recommended Time Allocation

At Whitefriars Primary School we recommend the amount of time spent on homework below. These timings
are averages and may vary from week to week and from pupil to pupil. Occasionally the children may be
asked to undertake larger homework projects (sometimes known as ‘take-away tasks’) which may take a few
weeks to complete which may support a new topic in school.

Early Years Foundation Stage:
Parents use the Tapestry online software to record home learning and share what their children have been
doing at school.
e Reading /sounds/tricky word practice most days. Children have a reading book that can be changed
on a daily basis.
e Phonics practice
e A game, activity or an oral task connected to the curriculum topic given on a weekly basis (eg. learn to
change quickly into your PE kit, make a bug hotel, notice numbers in the environment).

Year 1: (1 hour a week)
e Reading /sounds/tricky word practice most days
e Learning times tables, number bonds and spellings
e A game, activity or an oral task connected to the curriculum topic given on a weekly basis

Year 2 (1 hour a week)
e Reading (5 times a week minimum) to an adult
e Spelling words are given weekly or termly and parents can help the children to learn the spelling
patterns
e Learning times tables
e Weekly English or Maths with occasional additional project work or online learning

Year 3 (Approx 1.5 hours):
e *Reading (5 times a week minimum) to an adult (unless otherwise advised by the class teacher)
e Spelling words or spelling rules are given weekly or termly
e Learning times tables - there is a formal national test in Year 4 to test
o Weekly English or Maths with occasional additional project work

Year 4 (Approx 1.5 hours) :
e *Reading (5 times a week minimum) to an adult (unless otherwise advised by the class teacher)
e Spelling words or spelling rules are given weekly or termly
e Learning times tables
e Weekly English or Maths with occasional additional project work
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Year 5 (Approx 2 hours):
e *Reading (5 times a week minimum) to an adult (unless otherwise advised by the class teacher)
e Spelling words or spelling rules are given weekly or termly
e Revising times tables
e Weekly Maths and English with occasional additional project work

Year 6 (Approx 2 hours)
e *Reading (5 times a week minimum)
e Spelling words or rules are given weekly or termly
e Revising times tables
e Weekly Maths and English with occasional additional project work
e Revision for the SATs will also be given to the children throughout the year

*We are happy for children to read their school book, or any book that is suitable for your child. We want
children to enjoy selecting and reading books of their own choice.

Homework for the term will usually be outlined in the year group Curriculum Newsletter, on the website
(under ‘Classes’) or other letters home.

6. Further Support in School

For children requiring further support in school, there is access to a range of homework clubs.

7. lllness and Holidays

If for any reason eg: illness, the pupil has been unable to complete their homework by the completion date,
please would the parent/carer explain the reason in the home/school diary.

If a child is absent for an extended period of time, eg: with a broken leg, then if agreed by the parents and
teacher, the teacher will set homework activities similar to what is being learnt in the classroom. However, if
parents choose to take children out of school for a holiday during term time, then homework will not be
given. Teachers are not required to set homework for pupils during the holidays but can give suggestions for
further study on request.

8. Further Information

Homework will be issued usually by the class teacher, who is responsible for differentiating tasks, and
explaining each task in detail. Children will be given a week to complete written tasks. Occasionally another
member of staff may set homework eg: a visiting music teacher.

Homework will be checked by the teachers and will often be marked and feedback given to the children in a
variety of ways. Sometimes additional curriculum enriching activities will be suggested on our website. These
activities will be valued, but not marked.

Homework should be recorded in the child’s homework and/or reading record book. These are regularly
checked by school staff and parents/carers can make staff aware of any problems or difficulties as well as any
successes that their child has. We really value these contributions and they feed into what we do in lessons.
If the homework activity has taken a long time, it is perfectly acceptable for the unfinished homework to be
handed in uncompleted with a note in the record book.

Pupils from Year 3 onwards are responsible for recording the homework and the completion date in their
home/school record book, and ensure that they bring the completed homework to school on the correct day.
This is to encourage independence skills. Parents/carers should sign to say that this has been completed.
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If you would like further advice or suggestions, please ask the class teacher, who will provide you with a list of
suitable websites or booklets available in the shops or online for further practice.
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