
 

     
 

 

20th September, 2024 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

September Welcome 

We have had a good couple of weeks to start the new academic year.  The new reception children 

have settled in beautifully as have the new starters in other year groups.  We welcome them all to the 

Whitefriars family.   

 

New Children for 2025 

It seems strange thinking about next September when we have only just started this academic year but the 

applications process for 2025 have already opened.  The deadline for EYFS is 15th January 2025.  We have 

our first school tour next Thursday and we will be putting additional tours on over the next couple of 

months.  If you know any families thinking of applying, perhaps you can let them know.  Information about 

admissions can be found at: https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/primary-school-places/apply-primary-

school-place 

 

For Year 6 parents who are making applications for secondary school the deadline is 31st October 2024, 

information can be found at https://www.northnorthants.gov.uk/secondary-school-places/when-apply-

secondary-school-place. 

 

We do have places left in our EYFS this year as well as a few places in Year 1.  If you know of any 

families looking for places, please ask them to call our office and we will be happy to show them 

around. 

 

Building Work 

We have been very busy over the summer with building work.  You may have noticed that the catering 

kitchen in the infant building has been extended with a door to the outside.  The catering team are 

very happy with their new space so that they can move around when cooking, have more space for 

preparation and storage as well as have more cooking equipment in there – our hot meals are very 

popular!  Year 5 and Year 6 have had new ceilings, electrics and air conditioning units fitted.  They 

certainly needed the aircon as anyone who has been up in these classrooms in the summer will agree.  

A new kitchen is being completed in Sarah Gilbert House too. 

 

Staff Updates 

We are sorry that Mrs Edwards left us over the summer and we wish her well on her new venture.  We 

have recently appointed a replacement for her and Mrs Burke. 
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Uniform 

We are really pleased with the efforts everyone has made to get the correct uniform.  Thank you.  

Please check our website for information about uniform.  Please remember, if your child is to wear 

black trainers instead of shoes then all of the trainer, including the sole, has to be black.  We do have 

spare items of clothing in school that are able to be borrowed if necessary. 

 

Tove Learning Trust 

There has been a few delays with the process of joining Tove Learning Trust.  We are now hoping that 

the date we will legally join will be 1st November.  However, we have ‘joined’ them unofficially in  the 

meantime and have already got school improvement activities and so on planned for the coming 

weeks. 

 

SEND Unit 

You may have seen in the news that our SEND Unit project has been approved by the council.  We have 

been liaising with their project manager to develop the plans for the unit which will be four classes in a 

separate building near where the solar dome is.  The plan is for the provision to cater for children with 

social, emotional and mental health needs who have an Educational Health Care Plan.  The admissions 

criteria is being developed by a team of people from Whitefriars as well as the local authority.  We 

have already had ecology and other environmental surveys completed.  The next step is for planning 

permission approval.  We believe that the date for opening to children will now be January 2026. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
Thursday 26th September  Life Education in school 

Friday 27th September  Year 5 visit to Rushden Library 

Monday 30th October  Life Education in school 

Thursday 3rd October  Year 4 Parent Consultations 

 Mon 7th- Thurs 10th October  Year 5 Bikeability training 

 Tuesday 8th October                  Parent Consultations 

Thursday 10th October  Parent Consultations 

Friday 11th October                 Year 3 Ancient Egypt Day 

Tuesday 22nd October  Individual/sibling photographs 

Thursday 24th October                             School closes for half term 

Monday 4th November                      School re-opens 

 

Please get in touch if you have any queries or would like further information. 

 

 

 

Yours faithfully,       

 

 

 

Lucy Burman 

Headteacher  
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