
 

 
 

 

 
24th October 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Whitefriars News at the Autumn Half-Term 
 
We have had a very busy autumn term so far with lots of special experience days (we loved to see the 
Egyptian costumes in Year 3) and visitors – thank you to all those who attended our Jam and Juice times 
table event in Year 4.  I have had the pleasure of taking prospective new families on several tours around 
the school too with another booked for after the holiday.  Whitefriars sports teams have had a very 
successful start to the year too – football champions this week!  Our EYFS will enjoy their ‘Book at Bedtime’ 
activity this evening. 
 
Staff News 
We have welcomed Mrs Richardson to school this term, who joins us as a teaching assistant (currently 
working in Year 5) and we welcome back Mr Rainford who has returned to us, working in Year 2 as a 
teaching assistant too. 
 
Academy Status 
We had hit a few delays in the conversion process from local authority to Tove Learning Trust.  We think 
that we might still convert on 1st November but are awaiting confirmation if this is possible or whether it 
will be pushed back another month.  We are still working as though we are already part of Tove and have 
had a safeguarding audit and school improvement visits already.  Teaching staff are looking forward to 
meeting others from Tove primary schools tomorrow when we have our first joint training day. 
 
Dates for your Diary 

Thursday 24th October                          School closes at 3.15pm 

Thursday 31st October Closing date for Year 6 Secondary applications 

Monday 4th November School re opens 

Wednesday 6th November Year 5 History off the page Viking Day 

 Year 4 walk to Rushden War Memorial 

Thursday 7th November  E-Consent link for flu vaccinations closes at 9.00am 

Tuesday 12th November School nurses in school -flu vaccinations 

Monday 18th November Book Fair 

Wednesday 20th November Choir performing at Castle Theatre 

Friday 22nd November Year 4 final swim 

Wednesday 27th November Year 4 visit to Holdenby House 

Friday 29th November Year 4 Level 1 Bikeability training 

Thursday 5th December Choir at St Peters Church 

Friday 6th December PTA Santa’s Grotto EYFS/KS1  

Thursday 12th December Rocksteady concert 

Date to be confirmed Year 3/ 4 Carol Concert 

Tuesday 17th December Year 5/6 Christmas performances  
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Wednesday 18th December KS1 afternoon concert performance 

Wednesday 18th December KS1 afternoon concert performance 

Thursday 19th December KS1 morning concert performance  

Thursday 19th December  Christmas lunch 

Friday 20th December School closes for Christmas 

                        
  
   

 
        Yours faithfully, 

 
 
 
 
Lucy Burman 
Headteacher 

 


