
 

 
 

 

 
29th November 2024 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

Late Autumn Updates 
 

We were all very excited about winning the Summer Reading Challenge from Rushden Library.  You might have seen 
the trophy and certificate on our Facebook page.  Councillor Lawman, Mayor Coleman and a variety of other 
dignitaries presented us with the award on Monday.  Thank you to all the children and parents for supporting this 
and encouraging good reading habits in the process.  Our many sports teams have been enjoying a great deal of 
success too in a variety of events.  We need to mention our wonderful choir too – they were wonderful representing 
us at the Rotary Club School’s Concert at the Castle Theatre last week.  We are very proud of all of them. 
 
Academy status 
We are officially part of the Tove Learning Trust from 1st December.   
 
Healthy Schools 
Please follow the link below for some good advice regarding lunch boxes sent from Northamptonshire Healthy 
Schools Teams team - 
https://primarysite-prod-sorted.s3.amazonaws.com/whitefriars-infant-school/UploadedDocument/6789f2c5-bc75-
4958-a891-9565b641d161/healthy-lunchbox-guide-1.pdf 
 
What to do if you have a Problem/Concern 
We want to remind you that, if you have an issue regarding your child’s education or other concern, you should 
speak to your child’s teacher in the first instance.  If this is a short conversation, you might be able to catch the 
teacher on the playground in the morning.  If you are not able to do that or the issue calls for a longer discussion, 
please contact the office and arrange an appointment or telephone call with the teacher.  If you are not satisfied that 
an issue has been resolved satisfactorily, please then arrange to talk to a member of the senior leadership team: - 
Mr Payne if your child is in the infants; Mrs Pearce if your child is in the juniors or Mrs Barker if you have an SEN 
concern.  If the issue needs escalating further or it is a very significant issue, myself or Mrs James should be 
contacted. 
 
If you need to speak to your child’s teacher in the morning, please make sure you remain on the playground rather 
than trying to go into the school.  If your child’s teacher is not there, your child can send a message in to the staff for 
them to come out if it is possible (they may be dealing with other issues at the time). 
 
Behaviour Policy 
We are having quite a few incidents that are happening at night on social media that are having a negative effect on 
children.  Under recent behaviour guidelines from the Department of Education, schools are able to amend their 
policies to include such incidents that happen outside of school with our children and give consequences in school as 
a result.  We are currently considering this and would consult with parents if we felt that we wanted to make those 
changes. 
 
 
 

 

Boughton Drive, Rushden, 

Northants NN10 9HX 

Telephone: 01933 359269  

Headteacher:  Ms Lucy Burman 



Respect 
We work hard to try and teach children about respecting others and this was the theme of Anti-Bullying Week earlier 
this month. We really must insist that all parents and visitors treat staff members and other children with respect 
too.  We have had several incidents recently where parents have behaved inappropriately and this is upsetting for all 
involved.  We know that parents can sometimes be angry, especially when you might be upset on behalf of your child 
but we do expect to be treated with respect.  Please remember that we can all make mistakes and miss things but all 
staff at Whitefriars want the best for all our children too.   
  
 
Dates for your Diary 
We are starting to gear up for all our Christmas events and we hear we might have a surprise visitor at the infants 
soon too! 
 

Thursday 5th December  6.00pm Choir at Park Road Baptist Church 

Friday 6th December PTA Santa’s Grotto EYFS/KS1  

Tuesday 10th December 1.30pm-2.30pm EYFS Christmas performance 

Thursday 12th December Rocksteady concert 

Friday 13th December 10.15am Year 3/ 4 Carol Concert Park Road Baptist Church 

Friday 13th December 2.30pm PTA Christmas Hamper raffle draw 

Tuesday 17th December 1.45pm/7.00pm Year 5/6 Christmas performances  

Wednesday 18th December 2.00pm KS1 afternoon concert performance 

Thursday 19th December 9.30am KS1 morning concert performance  

Thursday 19th December  Christmas lunch 

Friday 20th December 10.30pm-11.30pm Musical Concert  

Friday 20th December School closes for Christmas 

 
 
With all our best wishes 
 
 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Lucy Burman 
Headteacher 

 


