WHITEFRIARS WEDNESDAY WOW BAGS: We are excited o
introduce our new toy-lending scheme ‘Whitefriars Wednesday Wow
Bags'. Each Wednesday 15 children from each class will have the
opportunity to take home a bag of resources. These bags are to be
returned the following Wednesday.

Please encourage your child to be respectful of the items and return
everything specified on the card that comes in each bag. If your child
does lose or break an item, please speak to a member of the Reception
team.

COIN PURSES: To support the children's understanding of money, the
children each have a coin purse.

The children can spend their money on:

* Bikes - cost linked to the number of the week

* Snack 1p (if your child does not have enough money to pay for snack,
we will not let them go hungry, but can offer them a loan!)

* Playdough station 2p

* Technology 3p

They can earn additional money by:
* Being a warrior worker 3p

* Being kind 5p

+ Tidying up 5p

* Trying something new 10p

P.E
Please ensure children have a P.E kit in school as they will be changing
for P.E this week.

Reception Term 2
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REMEMBER - If you have any questions or concerns, big or small,
please feel free to talk to one of us. Our doors are always open!



http://www.whitefriarsprimary.co.uk/

THEMATIC APPROACH: This term our theme is 'T Can Paint a
Rainbow'. Activities may include: making chocolate sparklers, cooking,
dancing, modelling with clay and making poppies. Copies of termly theme
plans are on the school website.

TAPESTRY: Thank you all for activating your account. Parents should
regularly contribute observations from home. Observations may include
things like: celebrated bonfire night, learned how to ride a bike,
observed seasonal changes and has been working on specific learning
targets sent home. The children are very proud to show all of their
friends the things that are important o them. We use the interactive
whiteboard on a weekly basis to show the whole class all of the
observations from home.

HOMEWORK: Children are set weekly homework via Tapestry.
Completed homework is rewarded with putting a star in the class jar.
Jars will be on display each week outside the barn; who will be the
winning class? Additional phonics activities are also provided on a
weekly basis to reinforce our phonics teaching at home. We set
homework to support and extend learning, encourage children to form
good learning habits and to ensure parents are up-to-date about the
learning and expectations in school.

READING AT HOME: During the holidays only:
e 36% of children in Fantastic Fox Class read five times or more
e 26% of children in Paddington Class read five times or more
It is important that you hear your child read at least 5 times a week,
as our ftracking and assessments have proved that those children who
do, make the most progress. We teach the skills of reading at school
but practise is essential at home. We will be keeping records of those
children who regularly read at home and rewarding their continued
efforts with entry into the termly prize draw. Children also take part
in a whole class mission to fill a jar, children are awarded a bell for

each time they read at home, once the jar is full we will buy a new book
for the classroom.

Please ensure your child's book is in their book bag and in school every
day.

ORACY AND THE WORD COLLECTOR: Oracy is of high importance
nationally and therefore a priority for us as a school.

e Language at age 5 is the single most important factor in
influencing literacy levels at age 11.

e Poor language at age five means you are four times more likely
to struggle with reading at age 11.

e Children struggling in language development at 5 are six times
less likely to reach expected in English at age 11, and eleven
times less likely to achieve the expected in maths.

e Early language skills at five are linked with employment
outcomes at age 34.

e Early language ability at two years predicts later emotional and
behavioural ability

¢ (ood language skills at 7 predict better quality friendships at
age 16

DfE English Hubs

We are always discussing hew words and actively plan opportunities to
extend their vocabulary to close the word gap for our children.

We wouldn't necessarily expect the children to think of their own
words but are asking you to support them through discussion and then
begin to use these new words when talking to your children. E.g. "T am
feeling ecstatic about going to the cinema."

NAMING CLOTHES: Now the cold weather is setting in please
remember to name everything that your child brings o school,
including hats, scarves and gloves.



