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17th July 2024 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

End of Term Updates – Have a Happy Holiday 

We are almost at the end of another successful and busy academic year and I am sure that we will have 
time in the next few days to reflect on all our achievements as a school community from the past year.  If 
you remember, we started in September with the contractors still working on the extension and 
refurbishment of some of our buildings.  That seems a long time ago, now. 
 
Recent Successes 
We have enjoyed many performances recently, with our musicians performing in a variety of concerts 
including Rocksteady groups and the children who are tutored in music by NMPAT.  The children always 
perform well and with confidence. 
 
Thank you for supporting our Sports Day events.  It was touch and go whether we would be able to hold 
these events due to the wet weather however, I am pleased that we were able to go ahead with a few 
adjustments to activities and timetable.  Congratulations to Persevere who were the winning house for KS1 
and Achieve, the winners in KS2. 
 
Congratulations too also to Persevere House as they have been the overall House winners across the year.  
All our houses have been ably led by superb House Captains who have carried out their role diligently and 
responsibly. 
 
We have been awarded the Bronze Healthy School Award from the local authority as well.  This is to 
recognize our commitments to physical and mental health in our community. 
 
Year 6 
We wish all the best of luck to our Year 6 children as they leave us this week.  They have worked very hard 
during their time at our school and we share some good memories of their time with us.  We hope that our 
children leave Whitefriars Primary as well-rounded individuals who show all our values of courage, 
compassion, respect, responsibility and integrity and who are ready for the next stage of their learning.   
 
SATs/Exam Results 
We know that education at Whitefriars Primary is about much more than getting good results.  However, 
we wanted to let you know that we have had another good set of results this year and are very proud of 
our pupils and staff for their efforts.  Full details will be on our website over the summer and, of course, 
they will be published in the national performance tables in November/December. 
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So Long and Farewell to Staff 
We bid farewell to some staff members at the end of the term.  Miss Horsley is moving on to a new school 
as is Mrs Burke.  Mrs Chapman is also leaving and Mrs Leigh will be retiring.  We wish them every success 
and happiness in the future and thank them for all their hard work during their time at Whitefriars. 
 

        Construction Work/Year 5 and 6 
May we remind you that most of Year 5 and 6 children are not in school next week and finish this year on 
Friday, 19th July. School will be open for those children whose parents have requested childcare for  
Monday 22nd July and Tuesday 23rd July. Those children should come to school as normal and meet        
Mrs. Marshall in the ICT suite.  
 
The construction work in Year 5 and 6 classrooms will start next week but the classrooms are being cleared 
on Monday and Tuesday.  You might be aware of the containers in the KS2 carpark already.  The ceilings in 
the upper storey are all being stripped out, electrical work completed and air conditioning put in.   
 
In addition, next week construction work will start in the infant building.  The main school kitchen is being 
stripped out and extended into the old headteacher’s office and an access door put in place.  The kitchen 
needs to be extended as Stir are cooking so many hot meals everyday but they are also putting in a 
stronger ventilation system. 
 
The holiday club will let you know details about drop-off and collection arrangements if your child is 
attending holiday club this summer. 
 
We hope that all the work will be completed in time for the children returning to school but please check 
emails and our Facebook page for any updates that might affect the children in September, just in case 
there are some diversions or other changes!  Thank you for bearing with us during this period of disruption. 
 
School Reports 
Year 5 and Year 6 will receive their end of year reports this afternoon.  Other year groups will receive them 
on Friday. 
 
Governing Body, FOWs and Other Volunteers 
Our school governors have done a wonderful job this year in supporting our school and challenging us to 
do the best we can for our children and the community.   I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
them for all their hard work, which they do voluntarily.  
 
We have many people who come in to help us as volunteers over the year.  They help us on school trips, 
listening to children read and a whole variety of other activities.  We are very grateful for all they do and 
want them to know that they are valued as integral members of our school team. 
 
We are grateful to our Friends of Whitefriars team for all their hard work and throughout the year too.  We 
are very grateful for their support and we know that the children enjoy the activities that they organise.  If 
anyone else would like to join our PTA, please contact the school office and we will put you in touch with 
them.  They always welcome more members or even volunteers at individual events. 
 
Tove Learning Trust – Academy Status 
We have been issued with an ‘academy order’ from the DFE so joining TLT is going ahead.  Due to 
circumstances beyond our and TLT’s control, it is unlikely that this process will be completed now by         
1st September.  We will keep you updated with further news as we get it. 
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Dates for your Diary 
Please remember that children return to school on Wednesday, 4th September.  
Friday 13th September                                Year 4 first swim 
Tuesday 1st /Wednesday 2nd October      Parent Consultations   
W/b Monday 7th October                           Year 5 Bikeability Training 

 
Other dates: 

       Thursday 31st October – deadline for parents of Year 6 children to apply for secondary school ** VERY 
       IMPORTANT AS RUSHDEN ACADEMY and THE FERRERS are now oversubscribed so children are unlikely  
       to be allocated a place if this deadline is not met.** 

  
Uniform 
Please make sure that children have the correct uniform in September. School shoes/trainers need to 
be black all over (including the sole).  Full details of our uniform can be found on our website. 
 

We hope you have a wonderful summer and have lots of rest as well as fun.  We look forward to seeing you 

again in September. 

 

      

Yours faithfully,       

 

 

 

Lucy Burman 

Headteacher              


