Boughton Drive, Rushden,
Northants NN10 9HX

Telephone: 01933 359269

Whitefriars

H teacher: MsL Burman
PRIMARY SCHOOL eadteacher: Ms Lucy a

20™ October 2025
Dear Parents and Carers,

School News — October

We are well and truly into autumn now and the weather is getting colder but it does not stop the children
from having fun outside. Please can you make sure that children are dressed in coats and shoes that are
appropriate for the weather as we always like to go outside when we can. We have already taken part in
different sports festivals this year and | know that some children in Year 2 and Year 6 have had a great time
travelling to football events recently. | hope that we can maintain the Platinum School Sports Mark again
this year!

Open Events — Prospective Parents

Our open events for parents thinking about joining us in September 2026 have been well attended. We are
planning a couple more in the run up to Christmas and, hopefully, one on a Saturday morning as we know
that some parents find it difficult to take time off work in the week. If you know anyone who might be
interested, please ask them to contact the school office.

Uniform Working Party

We are amazed at the response to our uniform survey. Clearly, this is an issue that you are all really
interested in as we have had hundreds of replies. More than 83% of parents who answered would like to
see our plans for an active uniform move forward. This is a strong response! Those parents who were
against the idea of an active uniform or change of any kind had some extremely valid and strongly held
points which we will certainly try to take into account as we progress. To be clear, a change has not been
decided as yet and we have a long way to go before we develop proposals around any changes. The next
step is for a working party to meet to look at designs, availability and costs to see how feasible the project
is. Also, we are fully aware of costs and any changes would only be made as children outgrow their current
uniform.

Lateness

We are having a significant minority of children who are coming to school later than 8.50am. It is very
important that children are here on time and ready to learn. If they are rushed or end up having to walk
into their classroom when all the other children are seated, it can have a big effect on a young child which
can last all day. In addition, please remember that teachers have to be inside with their children at 8.50am
— if you need to speak to them, please can you make sure you are here earlier so that they can make it
inside promptly. Please do not take offence if you are directed to make an appointment at another time;
teachers need to be inside with their classes.



Teaching and Learning Reviews

Now we are part of an academy trust, we have frequent reviews from the central team to check our
performance. We value these reviews because it helps us improve our provision across all the year groups in
between Ofsted visits (we were last judged to be ‘good’ in all areas in February 2022). We are delighted that
these reviews have been positive and have recognised that we continue to be a good school with many
strengths identified:

e A culture of high expectations has been established
e Teaching and learning for pupils with SEND is generally very strong and consistent across the school
e Whitefriars is without question an inclusive school. Pupils with SEND are identified quickly and accurately and benefit from
a range of high quality support.
e leaders have a clear sense of vision and values for the school. The school values serve as a touchstone for decision making.
® There is much to celebrate about the leadership, curriculum and teaching within the areas of Science and Maths, focused
on within this review. Pupils at Whitefriars enjoy engaging and challenging lessons with a well thought out curriculum.
The large majority of lessons are suitably challenging and pupils respond well to the ambitious intentions of the
teachers. Pupils behave well in class and are keen to explain and show off the work they have done. Leaders support
teachers well in getting the best out of the pupils. Leaders are ambitious to improve even further, taking a values
centred approach to their decision making. Whilst outcomes are currently and consistently at least in line with national

results, leaders and teachers are ambitious to move beyond this.

Dates for your Diary
Tuesday 21°t October
Thursday 23" October
Thursday 23" October
Friday 24t October
Friday 31t October
Monday 3" November
Tuesday 4" November
Wednesday 5" November
Tuesday 11" November
Friday 14*" November
Friday 5" December

Thursday 11" December

Tuesday 16" December am

Tuesday 16" December pm/evening
Wednesday 17" December pm
Thursday 18" December

Yours faithfully,
l(: b '}')i_\;].,.:'u‘-'\ e

Lucy Burman
Headteacher

Individual/sibling photographs

School closes for half term

NSPCC Kindness Mufti day

Training Day

Deadline for Secondary school applications
School re-opens

Year 5 Viking Workshop

Year 4 visit to Rushden War Memorial
EYFS Stay and play

Book Fair

Year 4 Level 1 Bikeability

EYFS Nativity performance

Years 3 & 4 Carol Service-Park Road Baptist
Years 1 & 2 Christmas concert

Years 5 & 6 Christmas Concert

Years 1 & 2 Christmas Concert

Rocksteady Concert



