
Whitefriars Primary School – Early Years Curriculum 
Newsletter 

Welcome to Reception! 

We are so excited to welcome you and your child to Reception. This newsletter is designed to 

keep you up to date with important information, dates, and activities happening this term. 

ℹ️ Things You Need to Know 
The staff in EYFS are Mrs Fulton, Mrs Patel, Mrs Loak and Miss Walker. 

Reception Webpage: You can find diary dates, information, and a gallery of events and 

achievements on our webpage: 

https://www.whitefriarsprimary.co.uk/early-years-foundation-stage/ 

🎨 Our Thematic Approach 
This term our theme is “The Story of Me”. Activities may include: 

- An introduction to the reading scheme 

- Sharing stories 

- Creating self-portraits 

- Making new friends 

P.E. 
Reception P.E. day is Wednesday. While children are settling in, they will not change for P.E., but 

please ensure they wear sensible shoes. 

Important: Earrings must be removed before school. Children wearing earrings will be unable to 

take part. 

📚 Reading at School 
Once the children have settled, an adult will hear your child read at least once a week, 

individually or in groups. Reading skills will be developed through daily phonics sessions. 

The Home School Record Book is for you to record when you listen to your child read. (We keep 

our own records in school.) 

🏠 Reading at Home 
You play a vital role in developing your child’s reading skills. Please aim to hear your child read 

at least 5 times a week. Children who do this consistently make the best progress. 

Key reminders: 

- Keep books in your child’s book bag and bring them to school every day. 

- Encourage your child to read the same book several times to build confidence and fluency. 

- Regular home reading is rewarded at school. 

❤️ Reading for Pleasure 
We aim to foster a lifelong love of reading. Please read to your child daily. 

Extras to support reading: 

- Bookswap scheme, each week we will put out a box of books for you to borrow and return 



books to enjoy at home. 

- Borrowbox app: Free access to children’s (and adult) books via your local library.  

🌙 Bedtime Stories Event 
Later this term, we invite families to a special Bedtime Story Evening. Children can come back to 

school in their pyjamas to enjoy a story and a hot chocolate. Date and time to follow. 

🍎 Harvest Festival 
We are collecting donations for a local foodbank as part of our Harvest celebrations. Please 

bring any tinned or long-life items to school by Friday 26th September. As part of this, we will 

also be celebrating our own Scarecrow’s Wedding, more information to follow.  

The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 
The EYFS sets the standards for learning, development, and care for children from birth to age 5. 

At Whitefriars, children learn mainly through games and play. 

The 7 Areas of Learning: 

- Communication and Language 

- Physical Development 

- Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

- Literacy 

- Mathematics 

- Understanding the World 

- Expressive Arts and Design 

 

Children are assessed through observation, with a final EYFS assessment at the end of 

Reception. 

For more detail: Development Matters – EYFS Guidance 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/development-matters-non-statutory-curriculum-

guidance-for-the-early-years-foundation-stage 

💻 Tapestry 
We will be using Tapestry to observe and record your child’s learning. There is no longer a paper 

file; any work will be sent home. 

Please activate your Tapestry account when you receive the ParentMail notification. You will 

also use Tapestry to upload your child’s homework. 

If you experience any difficulties, speak to a member of staff. 

Thank you for your continued support! 

The EYFS Team 

 


