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Dear Parents and Carers,

. 9B Christmas Season News. - 3¢

We are fully in the swing of Christmas at school with concert practices, Christmas songs being sung and
decorations up. We have our Friends of Whitefriars PTA Christmas mufti day today for hamper donations
and that has added to the Christmas spirit.

Friends of Whitefriars

Our PTA is particularly busy at this time of year and we thank them all for volunteering their help and
time in order to raise funds for the children at school. Please don’t forget the Christmas Market at school
tomorrow morning in the junior hall where there will be stalls and refreshments. | know that they have
arranged for a special visitor to join our infants in last week of term too. Christmas hamper raffle tickets
will be on sale soon too.

Chrisgmas Activities

“* Saturday 6th December PTA Christmas Market
Tuesday 9t December Year 2 Polar Express Experience
m Wednesday 10t December 1.30pm EYFS Nativity
Thursday 11t December Christmas Jumper Day
| 4§ Thursday 11t December 10.15am Years 3/4 Carol Service-Park Road Baptist Church

Mﬁ Tuesday 16t December 10.00am Years 1/2 Christmas Performance
Tuesday 16t December 1.45pm Years 5/6 Christmas Performance
Tuesday 16t December 7.00pm Years 5/6 Christmas Performance

Wednesday 17t December 2.00pm Years 1/2 Christmas Performance
Thursday 18t December Rocksteady Concert
Thursday 18t December EYFS/KS1 Santa’s Grotto

20 )

Thursday 19t December Christmas dinner day.



Christmas Hamper Raffle

Raffle tickets for the PTA Christmas Hampers will be on sale at the Christmas Market and at the Christmas
performances in school. The last day to buy tickets is Wednesday 17™ December, the raffle will be drawn
later that day.

Staffing News
We have decided to organise our school slightly differently for the rest of the year to have three phases

rather than two phases (infant and junior).

We think that this will give us additional leadership capacity which should help support the children with
their transitions to their next key stage — for example, EYFS working more closely with Year 1 and Year 2
working more closely with Year 3.

We are very happy that Miss Kilborn has agreed to step up into a leadership role until the end of the
academic year and the phase will be as follows:

Phase Year Groups Senior Lead
Lower Phase EYFS and Year 1 Miss Kilborn
Middle Phase Year2,3and 4 Mrs Jennifer James (as well as her role of
Deputy Headteacher)
Upper Phase Year 5and 6 Mr Sam Payne

SEND Unit

You will have noticed that our SEND unit has started to be built. We are grateful to our local councillor
for nudging the right people to make sure this much needed project has started. It has not been the best
weather for digging holes however, the foundations are now in. We have set up a page on our website so
we can keep you up-to-date with photos and so on. The construction is due to finish at the end of August
with a view to it opening at some point in the Autumn term 2026. The local authority will run the
admissions process for children with Education Health Care Plans.

Book Fair

Thank you for all your support with our book fair. We are also pleased with the efforts of the children
and staff who ran it so ably. We are delighted that we have earned about £900 commission which is to be
spent on books for the school. You may have seen that our junior library is looking a little empty at the
moment and this is because we are expecting new furniture to revamp it. New books will certainly be
needed with our new library!

As always, please let us know if we can help in any way and we look forward to the last couple of weeks
of the term.

Yours faithfully,
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Lucy Burman
Headteacher



