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Dear Parents and Carers,
Final Term - June Review

We had a busy term last term with many children from across the school taking part in a variety of
different activities. Year 2 enjoyed their visit to Hunstanton — a couple of local people happened to
bump into them there and complemented them on their behaviour as well as enjoyment of their
learning. Year 5’s CSI day was fantastic and it looked as though a whole forensic team was leaving
school as the children left in their overalls and masks that day. Children learned about the importance
of VE Day on 8™ May and we used the resources sent to us from our local Royal British Legion, who we
work with regularly. Many of you enjoyed the dance performances at the Spinney Theatre in the
Schools Strictly Competitions — | certainly did. We are really proud to have a couple of teams in the
final in a few weeks too.

This term, we teach our annual, whole school, ‘global unit’ of work. This year we are all learning about
Spain and other Spanish speaking countries in our, ‘Hola!’ topic. We hope the children enjoy it. The
teachers have planned lots of engaging lessons and other activities for them including a Flamenco
dancing workshop one day. There will be a focus on geographical and historical knowledge as well as
arts and the older children will learn some basic Spanish vocabulary.

We are a very busy school and work hard to make sure that children enjoy their time here and learn
lots. | would like to take the opportunity to thank all our wonderful staff at Whitefriars who go the
extra mile for your children volunteering their time out of school hours to make sure events go ahead.

Year 6

We are pleased with the way our Year 6 children have worked hard in difficult circumstances this year.
They took part in the national SATs exams in May and we are already proud of them whatever the
results. The Year 6 team took them to Rock Up to celebrate at the end of the week and a good time
was had by all. They are preparing for their upcoming camping trip to Croft Farm next week and | am
sure they will have an exciting time.

Special Needs Unit

Even though the contractor had been appointed by the council and they were ready to start construction
on 1%t April, there seems to have been a delay in the council arranging some legal and financial paperwork.
It certainly does not look like the unit will be ready to open in January 2026 as planned. This is a shame as
we all know that there is a shortage of special provision places in North Northants. We will keep you
updated as we try and get further information ourselves.




Staffing News
Sadly, we are losing Mrs Louise Parrott, our Parent Support Advisor, at the end of next week. She has been

a wonderful addition to our pastoral team here and has supported many of our Whitefriars families.
Mrs Parrott is starting a new role in a school nearer to her home.

We are delighted that Mrs Mandy Morris will be taking on the role of Parent Support Advisor and she has
already started to pick up some of the work as she has been working with Mrs Parrott this week.

We also welcome several new teachers in September — temporarily, to cover maternity leave and
permanently. Mrs Rachael Hughes, Miss Yasmin Talbot, Miss Chelsie Russell and Mrs Kiran Patel will join us
and we are looking forward to welcoming them to our team. Some of you may remember Mrs Hughes
(nee Mallows), who returns to us after several years in other schools and we are excited to have her back.

Double congratulations to Mr Sam Payne as he and his wife have welcomed a new baby girl to their family.
Additionally, he has been appointed as a Primary Specialist Practitioner in the Tove Learning Trust Central
Team. He will still be a Senior Leader at Whitefriars and have a class, but he will also support the trust in
developing the teaching and learning of other trust schools. This is great for Mr Payne but also for our
school as it recognises that we have good standards of teaching and learning as well as the capacity to
develop others within our staff team.

Dates for Your Diary

Wednesday 11" June Year 6 residential visit to Croft Farm
Friday 13t June Mufti for Summer Fair

Tues 17t"/Wed 18" June Flamenco Dance Workshop
Friday 20*" June Summer Fair

Friday 27t June Year 3 Final Swim
Wednesday 2™ July Sports Day

Thurs 3 /Fri 4*" July Transition days

Friday 4" July Year 6 Pizza Party

Friday 11t July EYFS-Year 5 Summer Parties
Wednesday 16" July Year 6 Leavers assembly
Thursday 17" July Rocksteady concert

Friday 18t July School closes for summer

As ever, if you would like more information about what we do at school or would like to raise a
concern, please get in touch and we would be happy to help.

Yours faithfully,

T

Lucy Burman
Headteacher



