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Dear Parents and Carers,
January News

We are fully settled into the new term and Christmas seems a long while ago now. It has certainly been a cold
start and the icy weather has affected the construction work for our SEND unit. We have put photos of the
progress on our website for those of you who are interested. The construction company has said that we can get
children to get a closer look at what they are doing when the site is safer and not covered in trenches — it might
inspire children’s future career choices!

Children have been busy with their new topics and different year groups have already had exciting experiences
such as a Pirate Day and a Space Centre visit. We are pleased to offer these experiences to children as they are
valuable in themselves and we are also happy with the quality of work that it inspires afterwards!

Hopefully, you will all have had a chance to read the Curriculum Newsletter for your child’s class. We make these
available on the website too and is an opportunity to share with you what we plan for your children to be learning
in each term.

Christmas Fund Raising

We hope you enjoyed all of our Christmas performances, in December. We are very happy to say that we raised £317
for Encompass in Rushden from our retiring collections, £351 for school fund from the sale of programmes and £219
for Save the Children Fund from our Christmas Jumper Day.

Many thanks to members of the PTA who raised £600 with their festive fundraising.
We thank you all for your generosity and support

Revised OFSTED Framework

You may be aware that a new Ofsted framework (‘toolkit’) has recently been implemented. It is very different
and, as would be expected, the standards have been increased. Some of the language has changed too, for
example, ‘Expected Standard’ seems to be in line with the previous, ‘good’ standard. We are looking at all the
guidance and standards over this term so that we can make judgements as to where we fit and what we need to
do to improve — as a school, we never do things just for Ofsted however, we do want to make sure that we are
up-to-date with all current research and that we are doing the best that we can for the children and wider school
community. As we are now a member of Tove Learning Trust, we have monitoring audits from them to check our
standards. We have been pleased with them so far and we hope that you are reassured by these additional
checks on our performance. Comments have included:

e Pupils behave well in class and are keen to explain and show off the work they have done.

e Leaders support teachers well in getting the best out of the pupils. Leaders are ambitious to improve even
further, taking a values centered approach to their decision making.

o Whilst outcomes are currently and consistently at least in line with national results, leaders and teachers are
ambitious to move beyond this.

e Pupils at Whitefriars enjoy engaging and challenging lessons with a well thought out curriculum.



o Whitefriars is without question an inclusive school. Pupils with SEND are identified quickly and accurately and
benefit from a range of high-quality support. Pupils with SEND do well at Whitefriars and are happy to be part
of the school community, there is a real sense that SEND is everyone’s responsibility, and that SEND provisions is
inherently part of the school’s offer, rather than a bolt on.

e The school is appropriately resourced in order to ensure a high-quality provision for pupils with SEND. Pupils’
statutory needs are met and although there will always be room for additional resources, there are no obvious
gaps in SEND provision.

Attendance

Thank you for all your help and support with improving your children’s attendance at school. The Department for
Education has prioritised attendance in the post-pandemic world because their research shows that regular
schooling directly boosts academic achievement, social-emotional growth and future life-chances. We know that
some absence is unavoidable but, if you feel that you need support with trying to encourage your child to attend
school, please let us know and we will be happy to help in any way that we can including referrals to supportive
external agencies.

We have seen a decrease in the number of children who come to school late in the last term. Again, thank you for
your support with this. We know that mornings can be hard work.

Junior Library

You may have noticed that the junior library is looking a little sparse. We have ordered some new furniture and
books that we are waiting on —we are a school that actively supports reading at every opportunity and so we really
do not like our library in this condition! | hope we get the deliveries soon!

Whitefriars Church

We have a good relationship with Whitefriars Church who use our junior hall for their worship every Sunday. | was
delighted to be asked to the licensing ceremony of their new vicar, Reverend Tim Smith this week. We welcome him
to the Whitefriars community and | am sure we will all get to know him when he visits the school in the near future
to take assemblies and support us with our RE curriculum and pastoral work.

Dates for Your Diary

Tuesday 3" February Year 3 visit to Cadbury World

Monday 9*" February Children’s Mental Health week

Wednesday 11" February Year 4 Frontier Centre meeting for parents (3.30pm)
Friday 13" February School closes for half term

Monday 23" February School re-opens

Thursday 12" -Friday 13" March Year 4 visit to the Frontier Centre

If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Yours faithfully,
|z t ':“‘\I L

Lucy Burman
Headteacher



