
 

 
 

 
12th March 2026 
 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

March Updates  
 
It’s wonderful to have had some sunny and dry days recently.  The children are pleased to be able to use the field at 
last after a very sodden period. 
 
I am sure that many of you follow us on Facebook and have seen information about our incredible sporting successes 
recently, particularly in curling.  We are always very proud of the children who represent us at sporting events and 
are pleased that we can offer these opportunities with the support of our team.  Year 4 have gone off on their 
residential adventure today and we are sure that they will all have a great time.  Our EYFS children had a visit from 
Whistle Tot Lane yesterday and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.  
 
World Book Day 
Thank you for all your support for World Book Day this year.  We were overwhelmed by your creativity with the 
costumes and ideas.  Our Reading Ambassadors delivered mystery parcels to each class in the morning and the 
children were delighted by their new books to be read in the classrooms. Children designed book marks and we had 
a ‘stop everything and read’ session.  Hopefully, you will have seen some of the reading challenges that were sent 
home too. 
 
Breakfast Club 
Sadly, Mrs. Smith is stepping down from her role as manager of our breakfast clubs.  We would like to thank her for 
all her hard work to make them successful over the years and all the wonderful activities she has provided for the 
children.  We think she has earned a later start in the mornings from now on! 
 
Happily, Mr Scott will be managing the breakfast clubs in the future.  We know that he has lots of ideas about how to 
expand on Mrs Smith’s great work.   
 
A reminder: Our ‘paid for’ breakfast club is known as the ‘EARLY BIRD BREAKFAST CLUB’ and runs from 7.30am.  Our 
free club (government funded pilot) starts at 8.20am and is called the ‘MORNING MUNCH AND MEET’.   
 
PTA Events 
The Friends of Whitefriars (PTA) have been very active recently with the Mother’s Day sale and the Easter egg 
donations for the Easter hamper raffle, the raffle will be drawn at the Bingo evening next week.  If you would like to 
join them to help for single events or become a regular part of the PTA, I know that they are always looking for 
volunteers.  Please contact our office and we will put you in touch.  
 
OFSTED 
As I am sure you are aware, there is a new OFSTED framework against which schools are now being judged.  This is quite 
different and we continue to learn more about the changed expectations and processes.  There is a useful video that 
OFSTED have released for parents too: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kbl0FvY976g.   

 

Strapline/Website 
Another group of schools nearby have a strapline that is very similar to ours (Learning for Life Together) and are often 
getting confused with them.  Now we have joined Tove Leaning Trust, we are revamping our website and thought that 
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we would take the opportunity to change our strapline.  Governors and leaders have looked at a new line and staff 
members are in agreement – our new strapline is ‘Roots to grow and wings to fly.’  It, apparently, comes from an old 
proverb but we think it suits our vision of what we want our school to be and what we want for all our children – to be 
well-grounded, have a good education, be nurtured and supported, know and value lots about our local community but 
be ready to take on challenges, be adventurous and able to be independent as they grow up.   
 
Building SEND Unit 
Work continues on our special needs building – we now have some walls!  We are meeting with the local 
authority next week to discuss admissions criteria and how that runs.  We continue to post updates on our 
website. 
 
Tove 10 
In July 2026, Tove Learning Trust will hit a massive milestone: the 10th Anniversary. Even though we have only 
been a part of the trust for a year, we will be marking ‘a decade of a difference,’ with them. 
 
It is not just a birthday for Tove; it is a landmark celebration of a decade of collective achievement across all 
Tove schools and to celebrate, they have launched a four-part program: Challenge, Give Back, Reward, and 
Awards. Mrs James launched our part in assembly this week and further details will be sent out soon. 
 
Healthy Food 
Please can we remind you that children in the infants should not bring snacks into school as they receive fruit or 
vegetables as part of the government scheme for free every day.  Junior children are allowed to bring in a 
healthy snack and this should really be fruit or vegetables too although some other items are allowed at the 
moment.  Children are not allowed to eat unhealthy snacks at break-time such as crisps, cakes or chocolate 
biscuits.  Please see our Healthy Food Policy on the website for further information. 
 
Uniform 
Examples of our new, ‘always active’ uniform are nearly ready for viewing.  There will be another meeting of the 
working party shortly.  We are all feeling very excited about this new change! 
 
In the meantime, please may we remind you of our current uniform requirements.  It is important that everyone 
supports our uniform policy so that we remain safe (no hazardous footwear or jewellery etc.), disciplined 
(setting a professional and responsible tone) as well as fostering a sense of ‘belonging’ to our Whitefriars 
community. 
 
Children Walking Home on their Own – Year 6 
We continue to have complaints about the way that some older children behave on the way home from school 
when they are not collected by an adult.  In spite of repeated reminders and communication with parents, we 
are regularly dealing with issues that have arisen on the way home from school.  Whilst our children are very 
well behaved in school, some seem to walk around the corner and forget safety rules and manners.  
 
In addition, we have surveyed Year 6 children recently and they have fed back to their teachers that they are 
worried about issues that are happening outside of school in the community. They are hearing about anti-social 
activities from older children, adults and social media and they have told us that this worries them.  We are 
going to do some education work in school about these concerns but would be grateful if you could speak to 
your child to see if they have any worries.  We also recommend that you consider collecting children from 
school.  In view of these issues, we will be reconsidering allowing next year’s Year 6 children to go home 
independently until much later in their final year. 
 
Dates for Your Diary 
Tuesday 17th March  Parent Consultations 
Wednesday 18th March  Parent Consultations 
Friday 20th March   Year 2 final swim 
Thursday 26th March  Rocksteady concert 
Friday 27th March    Year 3 first swim 
      School closes for Easter 
Monday 13th April   School re-opens 



Monday 4th May   School closed for Bank Holiday 
Tuesday 5th May   School re-opens 
Monday 11th -Thursday 14th May    Year 6 SATs  
Monday 18th May    Class and Year 6 ‘Year Book’ photographs 
Tuesday 19th May   Year 2 visit to Hunstanton 
                                                                Year 5 CSI Workshop 
                                                                Introduction to school evening for September admissions 
Friday 22nd May    School closes for half term 
 
 
If you have any concerns or queries, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
 
Lucy Burman 
Headteacher 


