
Year Five Theme Overview
Autumn Term 2

Norse Raids and Battles:
The Vikings

English
We will be reading a range of high quality texts, including, The 
Children of the Benin Kingdom.  We will also:
- Read, recite and perform poetry.
- Write poetry using a given style.
- Continue to read with fluency and expression.
- .Develop our inference skills to answer a range of comprehension 

questions.
- Identify and discuss themes.

- Write for a range of purposes, using a range of grammatical 
structures and advanced punctuation.

Maths
In maths, we will focus on learning how to:
- Identify multiples and factors, including finding all factor pairs of a 

number, and common factors of two numbers.
- Identify square and cube numbers.
- Solve problems involving multiplication and division, including those 

using knowledge of factors and multiples, square and cube numbers.
- Find fractions equivalent to unit and non-unit          

fractions.
- Convert improper fractions to a mixed number.
- Compare and order fractions greater than one.
- Add and subtract fractions. 

Geography 
We will:
- Find Anglo-Saxon settlements on a map of  

England and link them to local places.
- Understand the geographical and climate 

features of England that made the farmland
attractive to the Vikings.

- Use an atlas to find out where the Vikings
came from. 

History
In History we will:
- Research information to explain why Vikings have 

such a bad reputation.
- Challenge different sources of information.
- Summarise how Vikings tired to take over the 

country.
- Evaluate how recent excavations have changed 

opinions about Vikings.

PSHE
We will be able to:
- Understand that cultural 

differences sometimes 
cause conflict.

- Understand what racism is.
- Identify the difference 

between direct and 
indirect types of bullying.

- Compare our lives to those 
in a developing country.

Art
Our focus in art will be to:
- Explore and identify features of 

Viking art.
- Sketch a Viking dragon’s head 

incorporating Viking patterns.
- Cut and develop joining skills to create 

a piece of Viking jewellery.
- Use tools to carve, shape and add 

texture and pattern.

R.E
We will:
- Reflect on why communal places are 

important to individuals and the community.
- Explain that a Mandir is a special place of 

worship for Hindus.
- Explain some of the practices that take 

place in a Mandir and how this relates to 
Hindu beliefs.

Music
We will learn to:
- Sing songs linked to 

our Christmas 
performance.

- Continue to develop 
awareness of rhythm 
and pitch.

Science
We will completing a unit of work linked to 
materials and their properties, and be able to:
- Classify and group materials based on their 

properties.
- Explain why an object is made from a certain 

material and suggest other materials that would 
also be suitable.

- Identify objects that are good electrical 
conductors and thermal insulators.

- Plan, carry out and interpret an investigation.
- Raise questions to investigate.



The Vikings
Key messages for this term

Remind your child to 
check they have their 
reading books, reading 
diaries and pencil cases 
in school every day!

We will continue
to set English 

and Maths homework 
every Wednesday to be 
handed in the following 

Wednesday. Please 
encourage your child to 

complete these 
tasks weekly.

We are changing the way we teach and check 
spellings across the school.  Your child will continue 

to have spelling lessons as part of their focused 
English lessons, but we will NO longer be completing 
weekly spelling tests.  Instead, we will be sending a 
set of focused spellings home each term for your 

child to learn.  We will then complete regular spelling 
checks of this throughout the term and monitor your 

child’s progress.  Please continue to support your 
child to learn these spellings as it really does make 

such a difference to their progress.

We had a number of items of clothing left over at the end of half 
term.  Please ensure that all jumpers, fleeces and items of PE kit 
are clearly named.

P.E kit to include;
- A white t-shirt
- Black shorts
- Trainers
- Tracksuit bottoms
- Jumper
- Extra socks if girls wear tights. 
Please note, Year 5 P.E days are;
Tuesday and Wednesday - Please ensure your child has a full PE kit 
in school on these days.
-

WOW DAY!
History Off the Page will be visiting Year 5 during 
the first week of term to enhance our learning 
about Vikings.  Your child will become a Viking for 
the day and learn about what life was like during 
this period of history.  This is a fantastic 
opportunity, and we are really looking forward to 
enjoying an exciting day of hands-on learning! 


