
Year Group 4    Theme Title: BOOTS, SANDBAGS SIRENS      Term: Autumn (1 2)

Weeks 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12

English Rose Blanche Rose Blanche Carrie's War*

Carrie's War*

Drama/Talk 

activities 

(evacuees)

War Poetry

Rescue by John 

Birchall (1940)

Recounts

(Reading week - 

features) Link to 

WW2 Day

Recounts

(To write a 

recount Link to 

WW2 Day)

Recounts

(To write a 

recount)

Explanatory texts 

(science link - 

Electricity)

Poetry- Respon'd 

and perform A 

Kid in my Class'

Journalistic 

Writing

(Alfred St. 

bombing)

Journalistic 

Writing

(Alfred St. 

bombing)

Maths (Power 

Maths)
Place Value Place value Place Value Place Value

Addition and 

Subtraction

Addition and 

Subtraction

Addition and 

Subtraction
Perimeter

Multiplication and 

Division

Multiplication 

and division

Multiplication 

and Division

Multiplication 

and Division

Science - Sound       

Electricity

Sound I can 

identify how 

sounds are 

made, 

associating some 

of them with 

something 

vibrating.

Incl circle guessing 

games /practical 

but with writing 

summary

I can recognise that 

vibrations from 

sounds travel 

through different 

mediums to the 

ear.  Setting up 

simple practical 

enquiries, 

comparative and 

fair tests. Label 

parts of the ear.

Which material 

best muffles 

sound?)

I can investigate 

the changing 

pitch of sounds.

Tabulation  

I can explain 

the 

relationship 

between 

volume and 

vibrations and 

use a data 

logger to 

measure 

decibels.

Accurate 

measurements

Stimulus - SIRENS

I can recognise 

that sounds get 

fainter as the 

distance from the 

sound source 

increases.  Setting 

up simple practical 

enquiries, 

comparative and 

fair tests.  

I can recognise 

that sounds get 

fainter as the 

distance from the 

sound source 

increases.  Setting 

up simple practical 

enquiries, 

comparative and 

fair tests.  

Sound 

assessment Electricity I can 

understand how 

to stay safe 

around electricity 

and I can identify 

appliances that 

run on electricity.

Keeping Safe 

Poster

I can construct a 

simple electrical 

circuit, naming 

parts. I can identify 

whether or not a 

lamp will light in a 

simple series 

circuit.

Group work

I can recognise 

some common 

conductors and 

insulators.

I can recognise 

that a switch 

opens and closes 

a circuit.

I can create a 

switch using 

conductors and 

record my 

findings.

Science 

assessment

Geography

I can use maps 

and atlases to 

locate 

countries in 

Europe.

I can research 

which countries 

were involved in 

WW2. (allies & 

Axis)

I can use  maps 

of the local area 

to plot where 

shoe factories 

were located in 

WW2 (Linked to 

I can use a map of 

the local area to 

locate where 

Alfred Street Junior 

School, Rushden is.  

(English link – 

I can use a map of the local area to plot a route to the local war memorial in Rushden.

I can use a map 

of the local area 

to plot a route to 

the local war 

memorial in 

Rushden.

History

I can use 

primary 

sources (Neville 

Chamberlain 

speech)

Hot seat

I can understand 

how WW2 

started.

I can research 

how people 

stayed safe 

during WW2.

I can empathise 

with people 

during the Blitz 

and describe 

responses to air 

raid sirens.*

I can summarise 

why children 

were 

evacuated*.

I can explain why 

food had to be 

rationed.

Debate - compare 

to now 'Should we 

have rationing 

now?' Link to 

research about 

how WW2 diets 

healthy compared 

to now

I understand the 

importance of 

the shoe industry 

to Rushden 

during WW2.

I can research how 

Rushden affected 

by WW2 (living 

memory history - 

Alfred St: English 

link).

I can research 

how Rushden 

affected by 

WW2 (living 

memory history - 

Alfred St: English 

link).

I can write a 

speech in the 

style of Winston 

Churchill.

VE Day 

celebration as 

finale to unit

Primary Subject Driver:  HISTORY Secondary Subject Drivers: ENGLISH



Year Group 4    Theme Title: BOOTS, SANDBAGS SIRENS      Term: Autumn (1 2)

Computing

The internet.

To describe how 

networks 

physically 

connect to other 

networks

The internet.  

To recognise 

how networked 

devices make 

up the internet

The internet.

To outline how 

websites can be 

shared via the 

World Wide 

Web (WWW)

The internet.

To describe 

how content 

can be added 

and accessed 

on the World 

Wide Web 

(WWW)

The internet.

To recognise 

how the content 

of the WWW is 

created by 

people

The internet.

To evaluate the 

consequences of 

unreliable 

content

Use Audacity 

app for this unit. 

Audio 

production. To 

identify that 

sound can be 

recorded

Audio 

production. To 

explain that 

audio recordings 

can be edited

Audio production. 

To recognise the 

different parts of 

creating a podcast 

project

Audio 

production. To 

apply audio 

editing skills 

independently

Audio 

production. To 

combine audio 

to enhance my 

podcast project

Audio 

production. To 

evaluate the 

effective use of 

audio

Art

I can evaluate 

strengths and 

ways to 

improve my 

sketches.

Music

I can sing and 

perform 

confidently - 'we 

are doing our bit 

for the nation'

I can sing in 

parts with 

awareness of 

others I can 

recognise 

different 

rhythmic 

patterns

I can describe 

how moods can 

be created 

through music 

and lyrics.  I can 

perform the 

song 'There'll be 

Bluebirds over 

the white cliffs 

of Dover'

I can compare 

and contrast 

the music of 

Dame Vera 

Lynn, Robson 

and Jerome 

and Acker Bilk.  

I can recognise 

different styles 

of music

I can listen to 

music by Glenn 

Miller and 

identify the 'big 

band sound'.  I 

can recognise 

instruments 

used in a 'big 

band' compared 

to an orchestra

I can perform 

'Little Brown Jug' 

and create a 

simple 

accompaniment

I can explore 

moods through 

classical music - 

Adagio by 

Samuel Barber - 

compare and 

contrast with 

other moods

I can identify 

how music was 

used to assist 

with propaganda 

and improve 

morale. I can 

learn the song 

'Run rabbit run'

I can create a 

'soundscape based 

upon 

pictures/poems 

from the blitz'

I can perform a 

soundscape 

using 

tuned/untuned 

percussion 

instruments.  I 

can use 

dynamics to 

create variety in 

my music

I can identify 

how the mood of 

peace can be 

created through 

music and 

respond 

carefully to 

diffent musical 

extracts

I can perform to 

an audience a 

range of songs 

learnt 

throughout the 

term from WW2

Design 

Anderson Shelters

I can generate reralistic ideas based on the needs 

of users

I can model ideas using prototypes and pattern 

pieces

I can select materiales suitable to the task

I understand how propaganda 

posters were used in WW2 and how 

they were effective.

I can recreate Ministry of Information 

propaganda posters using colour and 

traditional bold slogans.

I can use my sketch book to 

sketch different parts of a boot 

and improve my technique.

I can produce a detailed, realistic 

sketch of an army boot using 

pencil for tone, light & shade.

Anderson Shelters

I can assemble, join and combine 

materials and components with 

some accuracy

I know how to make structure 

strong and use maths and science 

knowledge to help me build 

Rationing

I know what food can grow in the UK and 

EU as well as in the rest of the world

I can describe how the seasons affect the 

produce grown

I can prepare and cook a balanced meal 

based on the produce available in WW2



Year Group 4    Theme Title: BOOTS, SANDBAGS SIRENS      Term: Autumn (1 2)

RE

How does religion 

help us?/

What is the Trinity 

(Digging Deeper)?

I can describe and 

show my 

understanding of the 

ways charities make a 

difference to life. 

I can make links 

between my own 

concerns and the 

charities I know 

about.

I can apply for myself

the ideas of fairness, 

justice and equality. 

I can suggest 

meanings and ideas 

from Islamic 

teaching. 

I can describe the 

work of the charity 

in speaking and 

listening and in 

writing.

 I can apply ideas 

about 

Zakat, Ummah and 

generosity for 

myself.

 I can suggest meanings 

and 

reasons for Christian 

and Islamic

teachings. 

I can describe the work 

of the Christian Aid 

charity/Islamic Relief 

charity to the rest of the 

class (group 

presentation).

Group expert work - 

class divided into groups 

to investigate one of the 

two charities, create 

presentation for 

rest.Produce class key 

facts about both at end

I can identify and 

begin to explain 

similarities and 

differences 

between the work 

of Christan Aid and 

Islamic Relief.

Compare and 

contrast 

report/table

I can research

and describe the 

work of the 

two local charities.

(Eg. Rushden Night 

Shelter; Spurgeons)

Generate questions 

to ask a visitor- what 

do they do? Why do 

they do it?.

Rushden night 

shelter 

visitor(collection 

of food from 

children or other 

activity).

Use questions 

generated in 

previous lesson.  

Record answers as 

a news 

report/podcast.

What do Christians 

believe about God? 

What is the Trinity?

God has three parts - 

Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit

Recap Grace/Blessing 

and imagery from Y3 

(imagery in church as 

a starting point)

God the Father - as 

Jesus described in the 

Prodigal Son

Jesus and God the Son - 

recap nativity 

story‘Who was Jesus?’ 

with the class, 

introducing

the idea that He was no 

ordinary baby. Talk 

about how he could 

contain

both divine and human 

characteristics.

Sequence His life.

God the Son:I can 

use my Bible to 

find the 4 

GospelsWhat are 

the Parables of 

Jesus?

What can they 

teach Christians 

about God and 

how to live?

I can retell and 

explain Jesus's 

message from the 

parable of The Good 

Samaritan

I can retell and 

explain the story of 

The Sower (if 

comparison used to 

challenge)

God the Spirit - 

story of 

Pentecost 

(drama)

MFL
Greetings (song: 

Ca va?)

Spelling 

numbers to 20

Numbers 11 to 

20 test

Colours (new) 

+ spelling
There is/are

There 

isn't/aren't

What do you 

want? I want…..

Do you want? 

Negative answer

Write complex 

sentences

How much is it? 

It is…

Writing price 

tags

Role play: 

scriptwrighting 

and perfprming

Christmas

PSHE

(Jigsaw)

Being Me in My 

World: Becoming 

a class 'team'

Being a School 

Citizen

Rights, 

Responsibilities 

and Democracy

UNICEF

Rewards and 

Consequences

Our Learning 

Charter

Owning our 

Learning Charter

Celebrating 

Difference: 

Judging by 

appearances

Understanding 

influences

Understanding 

bullying
Problem-solving Special Me

Celebrating 

difference: how 

we look.

PE

Focus Skills

1. One leg Balance 

2. Co-ordination 

movement 

patterns

Swimming / 

Football / Tag 

Rugby

Swimming / 

Football / Tag 

Rugby

Swimming / 

Football / Tag 

Rugby

Swimming / 

Football / Tag 

Rugby

Swimming / 

Football / Tag 

Rugby

Gymnastics/Swi

mming

Gymnastics/

Swimming

Gymnastics/

Swimming

Gymnastics/

Swimming

Gymnastics/

Swimming

Gymnastics/

Swimming

Notes/trips etc:  Need a session for History off the Page, Tea party preparation. Also a response to the War Memorial - could be a poem? Possible pilgrimage around the shoe factories (focus on John Whites)

One week taken for whole school book - wb 16th Oct 

Retrieval practice examples: sorting/matching cards; mini quizes, washing line activities, Explorify, Always/Sometimes/Never cards, what's missing?, summarising (seeal so PIXL's Thinking Hard)


