
 

 

 

 

Reading at Whitefriars Primary School 
 
 

 

Reading is a key part of our curriculum and is happening all the time in the classroom. 

Development of reading skills is vital if children are to access all areas of school life. 

Reading is taught in specific English and Reading lessons but children 

are constantly practising their reading skills in the  wider curriculum. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is reading? 

 

Reading is making 

meaning from print. It 

requires that we: 

• Identify words in print-WORD RECOGNITION 

• Construct an understanding from them- COMPREHENSION 

• Co-ordinate identifying words and making meaning so that reading is automatic 

and accurate-FLUENCY 

Learning to read at Whitefriars Primary School 
 

• As children move through EYFS and KS1 they have regular, discrete phonic 

sessions based on ‘Floppy’s Phonics’. They are taught how to blend phonemes for 

reading and build up a sight vocabulary of ‘tricky’ words. 



• By the time they reach KS2, most children have mastered their phonic skills and 

the balance moves towards making meaning from the text and developing 

fluency. 

• From Reception to Year 6 we ensure that children have 

access to high quality, challenging texts. Reading books are 

colour banded to match a child’s reading age. We do not 

follow a reading scheme; children are encouraged to read 

from a wide range of texts, rich in language and with the 

appropriate level of challenge. 

 

• As well as their reading book, children choose a library book to take home and 

share with parents. This isn’t necessarily matched to their reading age. 

• Book Talk: 

Each class has a daily Book Talk session where children are taught to develop 

their reading skills and use of high quality, challenging vocabulary through reading 

of a quality and engaging text. These sessions involve direct teaching as well as 

opportunities for children to ask questions, explore characters and events and 

develop their understanding of a text at a deeper level. Children’s reading is 

closely assessed and monitored during these sessions. 

 
Promoting a love of reading at Whitefriars Primary School 

 

Reading is high profile, not only through daily reading sessions in class but with 

planned events throughout the year. Some examples are: 

• Book Fair 

• Whole school units of work based on one book 

• Competitions linked to World Book Week 

• Theatre Groups visiting school 

• Visits to local library 

• Weekly Book Club 

• Yr 5/6 acting as Reading Buddies to younger children 



Parental Support 

• Set aside 15-20 minutes every night for reading. Try and choose a quiet space- 

reading should not be a stressful activity! 

• Listen to your child read- this helps develop their fluency. This should 

continue all the way up to Year 6. 

• Read to your child. This helps them to understand how to use expression to 

bring stories to life and develop their own voice as readers. This should not 

stop because your child has become an independent reader. 

• Ensure that you sign your child’s reading diary - this is their personal record 

for reading at home [we listen to children read at school all the time and 

keep our own records]. 

• Visit the library with your child. The library holds a Summer Reading 

Challenge every year which is a great incentive to keep reading. 

• Provide opportunities for your child to read in different contexts. For 

example: newspapers, magazines, comics as well as signs and information on 

trips out. 

 
Reading Weblinks 

www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists 

www.lovereading4kids.co.uk 

www.lovereading4schools.co.uk 

www.wordsforlife.org.uk (link to National Literacy Trust) 

http://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists
http://www.lovereading4kids.co.uk/
http://www.lovereading4schools.co.uk/
http://www.wordsforlife.org.uk/

