
Rationale for Geography Teaching at Whitefriars Primary School 

 Geography is an important subject to learn at primary school and is part of our broad, balanced 

curriculum.  As a maintained school, we follow the National Curriculum and the belief that, ‘A high-quality 

geography education should inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that 

will remain with them for the rest of their lives.’ [NC2014]  At Whitefriars, we teach geography through our 

topic units of work which we do so that children can be immersed in their learning and key ideas can be 

linked.  However, it is important that children know which specific subject elements are being taught in 

lessons particularly from Year 2 onwards; in other words, they know when they are learning ‘geography’.  

We make sure that geographical skills and knowledge are specifically taught as well as key geographical 

language.  

We planned our curriculum topic units ourselves so that we could make sure we planned to engage 

our children which we take from our local area.  We planned to maximise our local resources and ensure that 

pupils learn about the area around them.  Planning our curriculum ourselves helped the professional 

development of our teachers and their knowledge of the geographical features of the local area as well as 

the expectations of the Geography programmes of study in the National Curriculum.   We have planned our 

units of work so that key geographical skills and knowledge are built upon from EYFS to Year 6.   It is 

important that we use every opportunity to teach basic skills of reading, writing, communication, maths and 

ICT and so these are taught and reinforced throughout our topics such as co-ordinates and graphing, debates 

about environmental issues, writing reports about the weather or land changes. 

 We have thought carefully about progression and assessment and made sure that key knowledge is 

repeated and built on in each year group.  For example, the countries and capital cities in the United 

Kingdom and the continents of the world are introduced at an early stage and are repeated frequently to 

maximise the opportunity for children to remember them.  The continuous provision through the junior 

years – looking at global current affairs, atlas and Google Earth work, for instance – continues to give 

opportunities for children to remember key geographical knowledge.   

 At Whitefriars, we wanted our children to get to know the geographical areas near to us in Rushden 

as well as the key places near us.  However, we want the children who come to our school to be outward 

looking and to learn about the whole world, global communities, cultures, landscapes and opportunities.  We 

decided that we should plan a global, cultural unit of work every year that is taught across the whole school.  

This was also important as we are a school that recently amalgamated and it helped bring the junior and 

infant schools together.  Our first cultural unit was ‘African Adventure’ taught in the summer of 2019.  In 

2020, the cultural unit will be ‘Konnichiwa, Japan,’ where we will learn all about Japan and Japanese culture.  

It will also be an opportunity to link learning to the 2020 Olympics and the many resources that will become 

available at that time.   

Assessment is based on the Rising Stars progression and assessment documents and three key areas: 

 Geographical Knowledge 

 Geographical Understanding 

 Geographical Skills and Enquiry  

We assess children against these key areas at the end of every year. 


