
 

 

 

 

Chronological understanding Understanding and using appropriately dates, vocabulary and conventions that describe historical periods, and the 
passing of time. Developing a sense of period through describing and analysing the relationships between the 
characteristic features of periods and societies. Building a chronological framework of periods and using this to place 
new knowledge in its historical context. 

Cultural, ethnic and religious 
diversity 

Understanding the diverse experiences and ideas, beliefs and attitudes of men, women and children in past societies 
and how these have shaped the world. 

Change and continuity Identifying and explaining change and continuity within and across periods of history 
Cause and consequence Analysing and explaining the reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations and changes. 
Significance Considering the significance of events, people and developments in their historical context and in the present day. 
Enquiry Pupils should be able to:  

a) identify and investigate, individually and as part of a team, specific historical questions or issues, making and testing 
hypotheses  
b) reflect critically on historical questions or issues 

Using evidence Pupils should be able to:  
a) identify, select and use a range of historical sources, including textual, visual and oral sources, artefacts and the 
historic environment  
b) evaluate the sources used in order to reach reasoned conclusions 

Communicating about the past Pupils should be able to: 
a) present and organise accounts and explanations about the past that are coherent, structured and substantiated, 
using chronological conventions and historical vocabulary  

History key concepts and skills 

                                            History: Key Knowledge and Skills Progression Overview 

History Curriculum Intent: At Whitefriars Primary School, we believe that history is an integral part of the curriculum and all learning across the school. By the time 
the children leave us in Year 6, they need to have knowledge about the history of Britain and the wider world and have a coherent understanding of historical 
concepts and historical enquiry. Our history curriculum upholds Whitefriars’ Curriculum Drivers of a ‘Global Outlook’ and ‘Local Community’ by allowing children to 
know and appreciate what is around them and understand the world and society today, whilst making links to British and school values. 



b) communicate their knowledge and understanding of history in a variety of ways, using chronological conventions and 
historical vocabulary 

 

 Term 1 Term 2 Term 3 Term 4 Term 5 Term 6 

Year R The Story of 
Me 

 

I Can Paint a 
Rainbow 

Local 
Heroes 

Does It Bite Where Did That 
Come From? 

Global Unit  

All about me 
activities. 

How my family 
and I celebrate 
bonfire night. 

History of 
Rushden 
firefighters. Jobs 
in the past. 

  Holidays in the 
past. 

Year 1  ROAR! 
 

 

KAPOW! 
 
 

Tell me a 
story 

Penguins Splish, Splash, 
Splosh 

Global Unit 

I can place the 
Jurassic period on 
a class timeline.  
 
I can retell the 
events in the life 
of a significant 
individual (Mary 
Anning). 
 
 

I can retell the 
events in the life 
of a significant 
individual - 
Florence 
Nightingale.  
 
I can retell the 
events in the life 
of a significant 
individual - Mary 
Seacole. 
 
 I can identify 
similarities and 

I can sequence 
the events in the 
great Fire of 
London. 

I know when 
significant 
buildings in 
Rushden were 
built and place 
them on a 
timeline. (St. 
Mary’s Church, 
Railway Station, 
the school). 

  



differences 
between the lives 
of Florence 
Nightingale and 
Mary Anning. 
 
I can observe 
changes in 
hospitals from the 
past to now. 

Year 2  Marvellous 
Mixtures 

All Aboard Aye Aye 
Captain 

Into the 
Woods 

Beach Party Global Unit 

I can recognise a 
significant 
scientist from the 
past and their 
achievements - 
MARIE CURIE (x-
rays etc.).  
 
I can recognise a 
significant 
scientist from the 
past and their 
achievements - 
LOUIS PASTEUR 
antibiotics). 
 

I can talk about a 
famous person 
from the past - 
Isambard 
Kingdom Brunel. 
 
I know where the 
railway station 
was in Rushden 
and can explain 
how it helped 
people in 1894. 
(VISIT TO 
RUSHDEN 
STATION).  
 
I can talk about 
the achievements 

I can mark 
Historical events 
on a timeline.  
 
I can recall some 
facts about the 
life of Grace 
O'Malley. 
 
I can recall some 
facts about the 
life of another 
famous pirate: 
Ann Bonny, Calico 
Jack, Blackbeard.  
 
I can research the 
life of Captain 

   



of a famous 
person from the 
past.  
 
I can place types 
of transport on a 
timeline. 
 
I can remember 
historical vocab 
and facts. 

Cook and recall 
facts about him.  
 
I can compare the 
life of Captain 
Cook to Grace 
O'Malley's.  
 
I can plan what I 
need for a 6 
month journey on 
Captain Cook's 
ship. 

Year 3  Where’s the 
Mummy? 

 

Where’s the 
Mummy 2? 

Chips and 
Chocolate 

What are 
you made 

of? 

Yabbadabado! 
Primary subject 

driver 

Global Unit 

I can locate 
Ancient Egypt on a 
time line.  
 
I can describe 
what Howard 
discovered in 
1922.  
 
I can use primary 
and secondary 
sources to explain 
who Tutankhamun 
was.  
 

I can explain how 
and why pyramids 
were constructed. 
 
I can summarise 
how Egyptians 
prepare their dead 
for burial.  
 
I can recall the 
events of 
Tutankhamun's 
death.  
 

I can compare 
and contrast 
Mayan structures 
with present day.  
 
I can sequence 
key events from 
Ancient Maya.  
 
I can demonstrate 
understanding of 
Mayan produce 
and how it was 
traded.  
 

 I can describe the 
different periods within 
the Stone Age.  
 
I can explain the roles 
of hunter gatherers in 
the Stone Age.  
 
I can demonstrate 
understanding of what 
life was like.  
 
I can make reasoned 
judgements about how 
settlements changed 

 



I can analyse 
artefacts and 
discuss their 
possible 
purposes.  
 
I can speculate 
which artefacts 
are significant.  
 
I can demonstrate 
an understanding 
and use of 
hieroglyphics and 
how they impact 
what is found in 
pyramids. 
 
I can compare and 
contrast the life of 
Tutankhamun to 
other important 
people. 
 
 
 
 

I can make 
reasoned 
judgements about 
Tutankhamun's 
death. 

I can synthesise 
the history of a 
bar of chocolate, 
including Mayan 
impact. 

throughout the Stone 
Age.  
 
I can compare the tools 
from the Stone Age to 
the Bronze Age to Iron 
Age.  
 
I can summarise the 
changes from the Stone 
Age to the Iron Age.  
 
I can synthesise these 
changes to comment 
on how life improved. 

Year 4  Boots, Sandbags and 
Sirens. 

 

Imagine This The Wild 
Frontier 

Roman 
Rampage 

Global Unit 



I can use primary sources (Neville 
Chamberlain speech).  
 
I can understand how WW2 started.  
 
I can research how people stayed safe 
during WW2.  
 
I can empathise with people during the 
Blitz and describe responses to air raid 
sirens.  
 
I can summarise why children were 
evacuated.  
 
I can explain why food had to be 
rationed.  
 
I understand the importance of the 
shoe industry to Rushden during WW2.  
 
I can research how Rushden affected 
by WW2 (living memory history - Alfred 
St: English link). 
 
I can write a speech in the style of 
Winston Churchill.  
 
VE Day celebration as finale to unit. 

  I can re-tell the story of 
Romulus and Remus.  
 
I can give opinions 
about how the Roman 
Empire became so 
powerful.  
 
I can describe what 
made the Romans 
successful fighters and 
what it was like to be a 
Roman legionary.  
 
I can describe different 
Roman 
entertainments.  
 
I can describe the 
Roman invasion and its 
impact on the Celts in 
Britain.  
 
I can write a speech on 
behalf on Boudicca.  
 
I can think about the 
battles from the point 
of view of a Roman 
soldier and a Celtic 
warrior. 

 



Year 5  Norse Raids and Battles 
 

Is Anyone 
Out There? 

Rumbles of 
Nature 

Crime and 
Punishment 

Global Unit 

I can identify key features of Anglo 
Saxon settlements.  
 
I can critique King Alfred's decision as 
an Anglo Saxon king.  
 
I can make reasoned judgements 
about his mistakes and success.  
 
I can make reasoned judgements why 
the Vikings wanted to settle in England.  
 
I can emphasise with what life was like 
for Viking travellers through drama. 
 
I can summarise the image we have of 
the Vikings today.  
 
I can explain why the Vikings had such 
a bad reputation.  
 
I can summarise how the Vikings tried 
to take over the country.  
 
I can recall the story of King 
Canute/Cnut .  
 
I can critique the struggle between the 
Anglo Saxons and the Vikings.  

I can demonstrate 
understanding 
about the 
discovery of the 
telescope and 
how it changed 
history.  
 
I can recall events 
in the life of a 
well-known 
astronaut.  
 
I can summarise 
the events in the 
race to the moon 
and evaluate the 
successes and 
failures of each 
space 
programme.  
 
I can reach 
informed 
conclusions 
about why 
Arnaldo Tamayo 
Méndez and 
Guion Stewart 

 I can speculate about 
crime and punishment 
through the ages.  
 
I can explore crime and 
punishment in the 
Roman period. 
 
I can explore crime and 
punishment in the 
Tudor period.  
 
I can research 
information in different 
forms and present 
information in a 
powerpoint. (Lady 
Catherine Ferrers? Dick 
Turpin?)  
 
I can evaluate primary 
and secondary sources 
to find information 
about executions, 
pillories and stocks.  
 
I can research the 
history of Tyburn 
Gallows.  

 



 
I can evaluate primary and secondary 
resources to find out about the life of a 
Viking family.  
 
I can retell a Viking saga and retell 
orally Viking stories. (Camp fire)  
 
Raiders or Settlers - how should we 
remember the Vikings? 
 
 
 

Bluford Jr are 
important figures 
in the space 
programme 

 
I can present an 
account of my findings 
(Horrible Histories).  
 
Why were 18th century 
highwaymen and 
women notorious? I 
can reach informed 
conclusions about the 
lives of Dick Turpin and 
Lady Catherine Ferrers.  
 
I can explain about the 
history of the police. 
Watchmen and 
constables - Bow Street 
Runners/ Peelers.  
 
I can compare and 
contrast historical and 
modern day 
punishments.  
 
I can demonstrate an 
understanding of what 
happens in court. 

Year 6  Age of 
Endeavour 

 

It’s All Greek To Me The Deep 
River Blues 

We Shall 
Overcome 

Global Unit 



I can write about 
events in 
Darwin's life.  
 
I can place the 
Voyage of the 
Beagle in the 
context of 
Victorian history.  
 
The Race to the 
Pole - I can retell 
key events of the 
race to the pole 
and analyse 
primary sources.  
 
The Race to the 
Pole - I can 
compare the 
expeditions of 
Scott and 
Amundsen and 
evaluate their 
success.  
 
I can apply the 
knowledge 
gained to 
formulate advice 
for Shackleton's 
expedition. 
 

I can evaluate the reliability and validity 
of different sources about Ancient 
Greece.  
 
I can illustrate the life of an Athenian.  
 
I can identify the differences between 
Athenians and Spartans.  
 
I can critique the democracy of Ancient 
Greece.  
 
Extended writing - Explanation texts. I 
can explain Athenian democracy. 
 
I can explain why the Ancient Greeks 
were successful against the Persian 
invasion.  
 
I can empathise with an Ancient 
Olympian by generating questions. 
Greek Day (Activities to be decided 
nearer the time - shared with parents in 
the last week).  
 
I can justify why a Greek God or 
Goddess is the most important to the 
Greek people.  
 
I can rank the Great Thinkers of Ancient 
Greece by their influence on modern 
society.  
 

 I can explain what the 
Holocaust was and 
how Jews (and other 
groups) were 
discriminated against. 

 



 I can synthesise information on the 
influence that Ancient Greece has on 
modern society.  
 
Greek Extravaganza - Parents coming in. 
Cross Curricular celebration of work. 

 

 

 EYFS Year 1 Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Chronological 
Understanding  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Understand the 
past through 
settings, characters 
and events 
encountered in 
books read in class 
and storytelling 

• Develop an awareness of the past  
• Use common words and phrases 
related to the passing of time  
• Know where people/events they 
study fit into a chronological 
framework 

• Continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge of history  
• Establish clear narratives within and across periods studied 

 I can place 
the Jurassic 
period on a 
class 
timeline.  
 
I know when 
significant 
buildings in 
Rushden were 
built and 
place them 
on a timeline. 
(St. Mary’s 
Church, 
Railway 

I can place 
types of 
transport on a 
timeline.  
 
I can mark 
Historical 
events on a 
timeline. 

I can locate 
Ancient Egypt on 
a timeline.  
 
I can sequence 
key events from 
Ancient Maya.  
 
I can describe 
the different 
periods within 
the Stone Age. 

 I can identify 
key features of 
Anglo Saxon 
settlements. 

I can place 
the Voyage of 
the Beagle in 
the context of 
Victorian 
history. 



 
 
 
 

Station, the 
school). 

Cultural, ethnic 
and religious 
diversity 

• People, culture and 
communities: Know 
some similarities 
and differences 
between different 
religious and cultural 
communities in this 
country, drawing on 
their experiences 
and what has been 
read in class. 
 

• Make simple observations about 
different types of people, events 
and beliefs within a society 

• Describe social, religious and ethnic diversity in Britain and the wider world 

How my family and 
I celebrate bonfire 
night. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 I can compare 
the life of 
Captain Cook 
to Grace 
O'Malley's. 

I can summarise 
how Egyptians 
prepare their 
dead for burial.  
 
I can explain the 
roles of hunter 
gatherers in the 
Stone Age. 

I can describe 
what made the 
Romans 
successful 
fighters and what 
it was like to be a 
Roman legionary. 

I can 
emphathise 
with what life 
was like for 
Viking travellers 
through drama.  
 
I can 
summarise the 
image we have 
of the Vikings 
today.  

I can 
illustrate the 
life of an 
Athenian.  
 
I can rank the 
Great 
Thinkers of 
Ancient 
Greece by 
their 
influence on 



 
I can reach 
informed 
conclusions 
about why 
Arnaldo 
Tamayo 
Méndez and 
Guion Stewart 
Bluford Jr are 
important 
figures in the 
space 
programme.  
 
Why were 18th 
century 
highwaymen 
and women 
notorious? I 
reach informed 
conclusions 
about the lives 
of Dick Turpin 
and Lady 
Catherine 
Ferrers. 

modern 
society.  
 
I can 
synthesise 
information 
on the 
influence that 
Ancient 
Greece has 
on modern 
society. 

Change and 
continuity  

• Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past 
and now 

• Identify similarities and 
differences between ways of life at 
different times 

• Describe and make links between main events, situations and changes 
within and across different societies/periods 



Jobs in the past.  
 
Holidays in the 
past. 
 
 
 

I can observe 
changes in 
hospitals 
from the past 
to now. 

 I can compare 
and contrast the 
life of 
Tutankhamun to 
other important 
people.  
 
I can compare 
and contrast 
Mayan 
structures with 
present day.  
 
I can 
demonstrate 
understanding 
of Mayan 
produce and 
how it was 
traded.  
 
I can make 
reasoned 
judgements 
about how 
settlements 
changed 
throughout the 
Stone Age.  
 
I can compare 
the tools from 
the Stone Age to 

I can describe 
different Roman 
entertainments. 

I can critique 
the struggle 
between the 
Anglo Saxons 
and the Vikings.  
 
I can speculate 
about crime 
and 
punishment 
through the 
ages.  
 
I can explore 
crime and 
punishment in 
the Roman 
period.  
 
I can explore 
crime and 
punishment in 
the Tudor 
period.  
 
I can explain 
about the 
history of the 
police. 
Watchmen and 
constables - 
Bow Street 

I can identify 
the 
differences 
between 
Athenians 
and Spartans.  
 
I can critique 
the 
democracy of 
Ancient 
Greece. 



the Bronze Age 
to Iron Age.  
 
I can summarise 
the changes 
from the Stone 
Age to the Iron 
Age.  
 
I can synthesise 
these changes 
to comment on 
how life 
improved. 

Runners/ 
Peelers. 
 
I can compare 
and contrast 
historical and 
modern day 
punishments. 

Cause and 
Consequence 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Know some 
similarities and 
differences between 
things in the past 
and now 

• Recognise why people did things, 
why events happened and what 
happened as a result 

• Identify and give reasons for, and results of, historical events, situations and 
changes 

 I can 
sequence the 
events in the 
great Fire of 
London. 

 I can recall the 
events of 
Tutankhamun's 
death. 

I can understand 
how WW2 
started.  
 
I can research 
how people 
stayed safe 
during WW2.  
 
I can summarise 
why children 
were evacuated.  
 

I can critique 
King Alfred's 
decision as an 
Anglo-Saxon 
king.  
 
I can make 
reasoned 
judgements 
about his 
mistakes and 
success.  
 

The Race to 
the Pole - I 
can retell key 
events of the 
race to the 
pole and 
analyse 
primary 
sources.  
 
The Race to 
the Pole - I 
can compare 
the 



I can explain why 
food had to be 
rationed.  
 
I can describe 
the Roman 
invasion and its 
impact on the 
Celts in Britain. 

I can explain 
why the Vikings 
had such a bad 
reputation.  
 
I can 
demonstrate 
understanding 
about the 
discovery of the 
telescope and 
how it changed 
history.  
 
I can 
summarise the 
events in the 
race to the 
moon and 
evaluate the 
successes and 
failures of each 
space 
programme. 

expeditions 
of Scott and 
Amundsen 
and evaluate 
their success.  
 
I can explain 
why the 
Ancient 
Greeks were 
successful 
against the 
Persian 
invasion. 

Historical 
Significance  
 
 

• Talk about the lives 
of the people around 
them and their roles 
in society. 

• Talk about who was important, 
e.g. in a simple historical account 

• Identify historically significant people and events in situations 



 
 
 
 
 
 

All about me 
activities.  
 
History of Rushden 
firefighters. 

I can retell the 
events in the 
life of a 
significant 
individual 
(Mary 
Anning).  
 
I can retell the 
events in the 
life of a 
significant 
individual - 
Florence 
Nightingale. 
 
 I can retell 
the events in 
the life of a 
significant 
individual - 
Mary Seacole. 
 
I can 
compare the 
lives of 
Florence 
Nightingale 
and Mary 
Anning. 

I can recognise 
a significant 
scientist from 
the past and 
their 
achievements - 
MARIE CURIE 
(x-rays etc.).  
 
I can recognise 
a significant 
scientist from 
the past and 
their 
achievements - 
LOUIS 
PASTEUR 
antibiotics).  
 
I can talk about 
a famous 
person from 
the past - 
Isambard 
Kingdom 
Brunel. 
 
I know where 
the railway 
station was in 
Rushden and 
can explain 
how it helped 

I can describe 
what Howard 
discovered in 
1922.  
 
I can 
demonstrate an 
understanding 
and use of 
hieroglyphics 
and how they 
impact what is 
found in 
pyramids.  
 
I can explain 
how and why 
pyramids were 
constructed.  
 
I can synthesise 
the history of a 
bar of 
chocolate, 
including Mayan 
impact. 

I can empathise 
with people 
during the Blitz 
and describe 
responses to air 
raid sirens. 
 
I understand the 
importance of 
the shoe industry 
to Rushden 
during WW2.  
 
I can research 
how Rushden 
affected by WW2 
(living memory 
history - Alfred 
St: English link).  
 
I can re-tell the 
story of Romulus 
and Remus. 

I can 
summarise 
how the Vikings 
tried to take 
over the 
country.  
 
I can recall the 
story of King 
Canute/Cnut. I 
can recall 
events in the 
life of a well - 
known 
astronaut. 
 
I can research 
the history of 
Tyburn 
Gallows. 

I can write 
about events 
in Darwin's 
life.  
 
I can justify 
why a Greek 
God or 
Goddess is 
the most 
important to 
the Greek 
people.  
 
I can explain 
what the 
Holocaust 
was and how 
Jews (and 
other groups) 
were 
discriminated 
against 



people in 1894. 
(VISIT TO 
RUSHDEN 
STATION).  
 
I can talk about 
the 
achievements 
of a famous 
person from 
the past.  
 
I can recall 
some facts 
about the life 
of Grace 
O'Malley. 
 
I can recall 
some facts 
about the life 
of another 
famous pirate: 
Ann Bonny, 
Calico Jack, 
Blackbeard.  
 
I can research 
the life of 
Captain Cook 
and recall facts 
about him. 



Historical 
enquiry, using 
evidence and 
communicating 
about the past. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Draw on their 
experiences and 
what has been 
read in class.  
• Listening, 
attention and 
understanding: 
Make comments 
about what they 
have heard and 
ask questions to 
clarify their 
understanding.  
• Speaking: 
Express their ideas 
and feelings about 
their experiences 
using full 
sentences, 
including use of 
past, present and 
future tenses 

• Ask and answer questions  
• Understand some ways we 
find out about the past  
• Choose and use parts of 
stories and other sources to 
show understanding of key 
concepts 

• Regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions  
• Understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of 
sources 
• Construct informed responses by selecting and organising historical 
information 

  I can 
remember 
historical 
vocab and 
facts.  
 
I can plan what 
I need for a 6 
month journey 
on Captain 
Cook's ship. 

I can use 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to 
explain who 
Tutankhamun 
was.  
 
I can analyse 
artefacts and 
discuss their 

I can use primary 
sources (Neville 
Chamberlain 
speech). 
 
I can write a 
speech in the 
style of Winston 
Churchill.  
 

I can make 
reasoned 
judgements 
why the Vikings 
wanted to 
settle in 
England. 
 
I can 
understand 
what life was 

I can explain 
Athenian 
democracy.  
 
I can 
empathise 
with an 
Ancient 
Olympian by 
generating 
questions. 



possible 
purposes.  
 
I can speculate 
which artefacts 
are significant.  
 
I can make 
reasoned 
judgements 
about 
Tutankhamun's 
death.  
 
I can 
demonstrate 
understanding 
of what life was 
like. 

I can give 
opinions about 
how the Roman 
Empire became 
so powerful.  
 
I can write a 
speech on behalf 
on Boudicca.  
 
I can think about 
the battles from 
the point of view 
of a Roman 
soldier and a 
Celtic warrior. 

like for Viking 
travellers 
through drama.  
 
I can look at 
primary and 
secondary 
resources to 
find out about 
the life of a 
Viking family.  
 
I can retell a 
Viking saga and 
retell orally 
Viking stories. 
(Camp fire) 
Raiders or 
Settlers - how 
should we 
remember the 
Vikings?  
 
I can research 
information in 
different forms 
and present 
information in a 
powerpoint. 
(Lady 
Catherine 
Ferrers? Dick 
Turpin?) 



 
I can evaluate 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to find 
information 
about 
executions, 
pillories and 
stocks.  
 
I can present 
an account of 
my findings 
(Horrible 
Histories).  
 
I can 
demonstrate an 
understanding 
of what 
happens in 
court. 

 

 

Year Group Significant People 

EYFS None specified 

Year 1 Mary Anning, Florence Nightingale, Mary Seacole 



Year Group Significant People 

Year 2 Marie Curie, Louis Pasteur, Isambard Kingdom Brunel, Grace O’Malley, Ann Bonny, Calico Jack, Blackbeard, Captain Cook 

Year 3 Tutankhamun 

Year 4 Neville Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, King Alfred 

Year 5 King Canute, Arnaldo Tamayo Méndez, Guion Stewart Bluford Jr, Lady Catherine Ferrers, Dick Turpin 

Year 6 Charles Darwin, Roald Amundsen, Robert Falcon Scott 

 


