
History Rationale - Whitefriars Primary School 
 

Intent 
At Whitefriars Primary School, we believe that history is an integral part of the curriculum and all learning across the 
school. By the time the children leave us in Year 6, they need to have knowledge about the history of Britain and the 
wider world and have a coherent understanding of historical concepts and historical enquiry. Our history curriculum 

upholds Whitefriars’ Curriculum Drivers of a ‘Global Outlook’ and ‘Local Community’ by allowing children to know 
and appreciate what is around them and understand the world and society today, whilst making links to British and 

school values. 
 

Implementation 
When planning our curriculum, we analysed the needs of the community and adapted the units of work ourselves to 
ensure that these needs are met - challenging the children’s preconceptions and helping them be aware of what has 

come before, how it has affected the present, and how what is happening now will determine the future. 
 

We have planned our units of work so that key historical skills and knowledge are built upon from EYFS to Year 6. 
They are not all in chronological order because we have thought carefully about which units would be appropriate 

for higher level history skills. For example, the history of Ancient Greece is taught in Year 6 as it provides a wealth of 
opportunity to explore higher level discussion about democracy and philosophy. 

 
Careful thought has also gone into how we are able to include local history. For example, our Year 2 ‘All Aboard’ 
topic, studying the life and work of Brunel, allows the children to visit the local railway museum to gain a more 

concrete understanding of the history of railway transport. Furthermore, in Year 4, our Boots, Sandbags and Sirens 
(World War II) topic is taught from the perspective of the boot and shoe industry of Rushden. 

 
The roles and impact of women and PoC, along with challenging stereotypes, are also an integral part of our history 

curriculum. Children have the opportunity to learn about the lives of a diverse range of people, including Mary 
Seacole, Boudica and Arnaldo Tamayo Mendez. 

 
In EYFS, history is taught through the Specific Area of ‘Past and Present’ and is enabled through, for example: 

providing activities and opportunities for children to talk about the lives of people around them and their roles in 
society (the history of Rushden firefighters) and developing their knowledge of similarities and differences between 

things in the past and now, drawing on books and their own experiences (holidays in the past). 
 

Throughout the topics, specific history skills and knowledge are built up and practised. Substantive knowledge and 
historical terms are returned to throughout the school years to build depth and support children to understand how 
what they knew before has helped them learn something new. Teachers are clear about the specific history terms 

that are to be used and taught in each year group. 
 

Impact 
Tracking children’s progress throughout their school life is vital in order to establish their acquisition of knowledge. 

At the end of each unit we assess the children’s grasp of the key objectives using a combination of methods, 
including teacher judgement, quizzes and analysing the children’s application of knowledge during tasks. The 
‘Golden Nuggets’ of each unit are then revisited using retrieval practice to support children with transferring 

knowledge to their long-term memory. 


