Religious Education

Intent

All children, regardless of any barriers to learning or disadvantaged backgrounds, will acquire a knowledge of
different religions and faiths represented in Great Britain and around the world, developing their depth of
Cultural Capital. They will learn how religious beliefs can outline life and inform behaviour, creating an
understanding and tolerance towards different religions. All children will be able to reflect and respond to
different beliefs and faiths through visits and visitors and will be able to express their own ideas creatively as
they make reasoned judgements about religious and moral issues. As a result, enhancing their spiritual, moral,
social and cultural development.

Implementation

Our whole curriculum is driven by four key themes: a global outlook; the importance of the local community;
healthy bodies and healthy mind; adventurous and wide-ranging experiences in addition to our core values of
INTEGRITY, RESPECT, RESPONSIBILITY, COMPASSION and COURAGE which are woven throughout.

RE is significant in relation to all these drivers. Learning about faiths within our community and in other places
links to our global outlook as well as our local community. All of the RE planning at Whitefriars Primary School
is based on the Northamptonshire Agreed Syllabus. The religions selected to study are:

e  Christianity

e Judaism
e |[slam

e Buddhism
e Hinduism
e  Sikhism

There are also RE topics, such as Egyptian and Mayan Gods and religions in our Community placed into Year
groups so that cross curricular RE can be completed alongside certain geography/ history topics.

Every year group has been delegated a Big Question. These questions may be related to religions already
covered or be purposely broad questions in order to challenge thinking and responses. Within this, the children
will have an opportunity to explore religion in depth, make connections between religions and discuss thoughts
and ideas with peers.

Learning key stories and having knowledge of places of worship and ways of worship is important because we
want to offer our pupils a wide range of experiences and add to their ‘cultural capital’. At Whitefriars Primary
School, we value all religious backgrounds. We encourage staff, children and members of the school community
to share their own experiences with others freely, especially as we promote the teaching of RE through open
enquiry and first-hand experiences.

Our core values are woven into our curriculum and the school day. In RE we look at how different faiths and
communities share the same values and how these are significant in their religion and everyday lives and help
people in keeping healthy bodies and minds.

Impact

The children at Whitefriars Primary School enjoy learning lots about different religions, especially through the
first- hand experiences. They are developing an understanding and tolerance of other people’s cultures and
learning that it is ok for people to express an opinion that is different than them. Through teaching RE the
children are able to make links between their own lives and those of others in their community and around the
world. RE offers the children a way of understanding how people choose to live their life, consider why they
decide to live that way and how that impacts the individual. RE is an essential component to a broad and
balanced curriculum and is invaluable in an ever changing world.



